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Sydney United dispute 


ate last week the 
Secretary of FIFA, 
Sepp Blatter, urged 


Soccer Australia to sus- 
pend Sydney United until 
they withdraw their com- 
plaint to the Supreme 
Court. 

The Club has breached 
Article 59 of the FIFA 
Statutes and Soccer 
Australia’s Articles and 
Regulations. 

Blatter advised SA to pro- 
ceed with the sanctions they 
feel appropriate on the first 


incident concerning crowd 
disturbances at Parramatta 
Stadium on May 18. Then 
the matter of FIFA Statutes 
Article 59 should be dealt 
with, 

Sydney United agreed to 
abide by the Articles of 
As: ion and Regulations 
of SA, as a condition of par~ 
ticipating in Australian 
Soccer. 

The western Sydney club 
took out an injunction in the 
Supreme Court, thus stop- 
ping the Board of Soccer 
Australia from acting on the 


report of the Committee of 
Inquiry into incidents at the 
Preliminary Final in May. 

South Melbourne were 
also the subject of this 
Committee of Inquiry. They 
faced the Board and received 
their punishment. 

If this matter remains 
unresolved then Soccer 
NSW will have no option but 
to omit Sydney United from 
participating in the Waratah 
Cup, A replacement will 
probably be found from an 
already known list of so 
called “Wild Card” entrie: 


Worsening 
Situation 


BY going to the Supreme 
Court, Sydney United have 
made a bad situation even 
worse. The Club must fear 
that suspension from the 
National League is a possi- 
bility, 

Part way through last sea- 
son John Hewson joined up 
with United, an initiative 
believed to have been sug- 
gested by David Hill. What 


must Hewson be thinking 
now? 

Soccer Australia held out 
an olive branch last 
Wednesday when it decided 
to form a new Committee of 
Inquiry. SA appointed two 
members and invited Sydney 
United to nominate a third. 
This was met by further 
court action. 

It is going to take a great 
deal of delicate negotiation 
to reach a comprise between 
the two parties — they cur~ 
rently appear to be poles 
apart. 


mith had Petkovic 
‘ecommended to 

him by his staff, but 
he must give final 
approval on the deal. 
Adelaide City are asking 
$1 million for the 24 year 
old. Rangers should give 
an answer sometime this 
week. 

Should Petkovic join the 
‘Light Blues he will be their 
third Australian player, and 
second former Adelaide 
City boy. Tony Vidmar 


PETKOVIC ON 


VERGE OF 


RANGERS? 


played for the ‘Zebras” 
before moving to NAC 
Breda in Holland. 

Craig Moore is the other 
Socceroo with Rangers. He 
joined them in his mid- 
teens and has now lost his 
Aussie accent completely. 

Jason has what is termed 
‘the right attitude’. He is 
determined, dedicated and 
has few faults. His father. 
Angelko, owns a furniture 
business where both broth- 
ers worked at one time or 
another. 


The Petkovic home life 
has strict values which has 
set up the brothers well for 
the life of a top line profes- 
sional footballer. 

Providing he can come to 
terms with the heavy 
Glaswegian accent, the 
sometimes abominable 
weather of western 
Scotland and does not miss 
the sun too much, he can 
look forward to at least a 
decade in the highest eche- 
ons of the game. 


See 


Waratah Cup 
Sixth Round 


SOCCEROOS 
CELEBRATION 
DINNER 
DETAILS 


Colour pee i 


WM 74 


FAGH 32 


es By BOB BR by BOB BROOKS 
jhe draw for the Sixth 
Round of the 50,000 
NSW Waratah Cup 
‘was held last Wednesday at 
Blacktown City Soccer Club. 
Guest enlisted to help with 
the draw included David 
Mitchell (Sydney United 
coach) and George Sorras 
on Ghainel Z. a detaule they will cs Te mice 
‘maximise their broadcasting of the) j5ves away from being a 
wimming and ‘rowing because} knock out competition. 16 
Australia will have an extensive number} tcams were drawn into four 
of competitors 3 and a fair prise of} groups of four. They will play 
; a Round Robin of three games 
cach at venues to be decided, 
It starts on Wednesday 
ember 3, 


Athletics will ge ‘get a good run (excuse 

The attendances at Ericsson Cup’ the pun). Also Weil be subjected to £3. 
games are better cal sts0 cw aightlifting and the boxing contests |} __ 250 teams started in the 
super league games, despite minimal a©.¥er fairly rapidly, so you could say} frst round. At various points 
publicity. It makes one wonder just how. they have some punch with the viewers. tapes at Beco Lise 
big crowds would be with a bal. ced _. Women's and Men’s hockey aie Ericsson Cup teams within 
coverag “feature, mer are the Olym NSW, including Novell 


It is exasperating that the ‘national Champions an the le fatter highly 7 a) Cote emer i at this 
broadcaster devotes at least four hours: i fans will HEROES i motiveny NOW ae 


both on Saturday» and Sunday i i sole survivors from NSWSF 
afternoons to.a game Which tens of provide some visual exc ind the!) Division Two. They get to 
thousands have deserted: ABC Radio cycling gives wonderful entertainment|| play Wollongong City, 
management should examine carefully (providing itis all explained). Coe oa ed 
what they are doing and why. Many of the events offer tremendous Papin) Hutte oie 

If they feel that they. must continue Pictures, rs are not visually runaway — winners of 
with their ill-advised coverage of Rupert attractive, The game in which we all 


The gat Federation Division One. 
Murdoch's version of the bash, shove aveat i Fine Zee ene 
and charge ‘game’, then why not give ave inipliyiotf Geuinatithe 
Saturday and Sunday Ericsson Cup NNSW winners, Edgeworth 
games a run in the summer? AL 


Eagles, The ‘survivor goes in 
Peter Wilkins would be able to hone with Marconi, Blacktown City 
his excellent commentating skills in The best advice would be to ensure 


and Newcastle Breakers, 

f ‘you are at the games. There will be Amazingly, three teams 
time for the 2000 Olympics. There will y Feaheei coor & ” i Lf which enjoy backing mainly 
be over 60 games in the Football Plenly,of opportunities. from the Greek community 
Tournament and they deserve decent You,can even sit down over dinner in} were drawn by Sorras and 
coverage on radio, a civilized fashion, without the intrusion |} Mitchell in one group. UTS 
Not everyone will be glued 6) the of the ‘idiot box’, and listen to coverage || Olympic, Canterbury 

is 8 f th aia th (ess, Sales of || Marrickville and Stanmore 
television! Many will be ‘oq the  % the gamesion the HOTELES ESNGBICUNT Faw, a Division One oath 
wallaby’, travelling by car or portable, personal receivers should} 4. involved with Canberra 
campervan, eager to be kept up to. date skyrocket as the Games get closer.|} Cosmos. 
during the tournament,’ None.of the action needs to be missed. 


expect to see very much, unless 
‘Australia comes up to their Barcelona 


Bald ‘The most exciting grouping 
i om. eye involves Sydney United, 
This was exactly nty situation ji However, in order to build up the} involve: ‘i 

1988, ABC Radio, asthe Thal Seen available expertise for radio coverage of Bonny nies uibite Eases, 
country stations, came in loud andélear ‘he Football Tournament, the World|} received a wildcard eoby, and 
in the outback. If you want the widest Game needs to have regular radio 


Mt Prichard (from Division 

possible coverage of Olympic events fonngiaie from the coming season|} One). 

then radic is the only way to do it.” Onwards. 

Although the commentary on Th ime Games of the, wen 2000 

synchronised swimming is hard:to "© jess than three years away. The 

follow! infrastructure is being built or 
Like the Atlanta coverage last year, remodelled. The commentary expertise 


Tournament will receive little air time circumstances, re-modelled in others. 


iTISH S.- CCER WEEKLY) 


7-9 Garners iaventue, Marrickville NSW 2204, Tel (02) 9560-3900. Fax (02) 9564-1224 * 9550-9332 
Published every Tuesday by FL Press Pty Ltd. 7-9 Garners Ave Marrickville NSW 2204 


‘Campbell St, Bowen Hilis 4006 Tel: (07) 252-6011 


NSW/ACT: FLP Ply Ltd. 7 Gamers Ave ‘SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Advertiser Newspaper Lid. 


Marriciville NSW 2204. Tel: (02) 95603900 \Waymouth St, Adelaide 5000 Tel: (08) 218-6929 
VICTORIA: FLP Ply Lid, Unit 9, 405 Flemington 


Phone: 015 709-318 


WESTERN AUSTRAL! 
“Gianam Cooke WOMEN'S CORRESPONDENT-Janene Mar 
and British Soocer Weekly is copyright for unsolicited manaserit: illustrations 
and reproductoa in any form whatso- or photographic material. 


Recommended and maximum pce. $2.50 Wiiltea permission of the publisher articles and advertising is 7 


you can rest assured that the Football also needs to” be built in some | Editorial. 


The two = __ The two leading te teams 


format, in a pre- a pre-determined 


from each Group move onto 
the quarter finals, when the 
cup returns to a knockout 


Waratah Cup Round 6 | 
raw details 
174 Socceroo Dinner 


ilm Preview 'Fever Pitch’. | 
Graeme McKinnon — 
.Messiah of the World Game 


Letters to the Editor | 
lyroos on Tour 
.. Soccer NSW Finals 


Road, North Melbourne, 3051. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Pan Hellenic | Manfred Schaefer & Adrian Alston at 
Tei: (03) 9329-1696 Fax: (03) 9329-1342 Emporium, 67 Jared. Street; Perth 8000 Tel: | World Cup Finals 1974 
QUEENSLAND: Queensland Newspaper enti) ustralia's 1974 World Cup 

PHOTOGRAPHY: Jorge Gonzalez inals Squad 


Soccer Victoria 


Victoria Premier Finals Assessments 


Alfa Travel } 
Women's Writes | 


Soccer South Australia 


British Season 
Pt 3 and Final 


ee ots) eens ay labo ean aedal || ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS $130 OVERSEAS $180 


+All material appearing in Australian ‘The publisher accepts no responsibility. days PRIOR toissue date: PO Box 155 Marrickville NSW 2204 


from Group ‘from Group C, 

draw. ‘The Waratah Cup Final will 
For instance, the winner of be held on Sunday Stepmber 

Group A plays the runner up 28 at a venue to be decided. 


faa Breakers 
' Me City Minotaurs | 


Advertise in ABSW 
This is a 2 column x 12 
centimetre advertisement 
which costs $440 at full 
commercial rates. 


Ask us about our Special 
discounts for 
multiple ads. 


We will prepare your ad from a 
rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri 
or Sun on: 


02 9560 3900 


SPORTSCEN 


\y THE GENERAL SPORTS STORE SPEGIALISING IN SOCCER 
PASCOE VALE 403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE: 03 9354 2791 
GLUB DISCOUNTS ON GEAR © TROPHIES » GENERAL ENGRAVING & PRINTING 


Sponsor of ABSW 
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ORT KEMBLA 

SOCCER CLUB, 

the current Champ- 
ions of the Illawarra 
League, for the past five 
weeks have worked 
almost round the clock, 
meticulously planning a 
very special dinner- 
presentation to salute 
Australia’s first, and only 
to date, national squad 
that qualified for the 
World Cup Finals back 
in 1974 

The major inspiration 
behind the dinner is the 
Club's current coach and 
former World Cup striker 
Adrian Alston. The Board Of 
Directors of the Port Kembla 
Soccer Club will be staging 
this very special historic 
dinner at the Fraternity Club 
‘on the south coast of NSW. 
Vince Raschilla, President 

of the Club, stated to ABSW 
last night, “This dinner is long 
overdue and will be a highly 
nostalgic evening. We have 
even tracked down every 
single member of Australia’s 
squad that travelled to West 
Germany 23 years ago, 
including the team manager 
and medical staff. 


wotraliar t 


ABSW @ 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 


RLD CUP DINNER 


“With the close co- 
operation of Ms Moira Mayor 
the Secretary/Manager of the 
Port Kembla Golf Club as 
well as the Fraternity Club, we 
have combined our energies to 
put on this extremely special 
event. We are flying into 
Sydney all the interstate 
members of that wonderful 
1974 travelling squad that 
over the years have scattered 
all over Australia. 

“We have reproduced a 
very special souvenir poster 
which will be autographed by 
all the players and given out to 
everyone attending the dinner 
which will cost $7400 for a 
sumptuous five course affair 
including all drinks. 

“[ would very much like to 
thank the ABB Engineering 
Group for their tremendous 
assistance in the 
administrative Work involved 
with our huge project,” ended 
a very proud and emotional 
Mr Raschilla. 

‘Ata special meeting held 
last Wednesday afternoon at 
the Port Kembla Golf Club, 
which together with the 
‘steering committee’ included 
Australia’s World Cup coach, 
Rale Rasic and ABSW, final 
details were revealed for the 
“1974 World Cup Dinner’ 


Rale Rasic and Peter Wilson: Enjoying a celebratory 
drink. 


<x<<<ccccccc 


Australia’s 1974 World 
Cup Finals Squad 
(numbers in brackets) 


Road To West Germany ‘7 


New Zealand (1-1) in Auckland ~ 
Iraq (3-4) in Sydney 

Iraq (0-0 ) in Melbourne. 

New Zealand (3-3) in Sydney 
Indonesia (2-1) in Sydney 
Indonesia (6-0) in Sydney 

Iran (3-0) in Sydney 

Iran (2-0) in Tehran 

South Korea (0-0) in Sydney 
South Korea (2-2) in Seoul 
South Korea (1-0) in Hong Kong 
Jimmy Mackay 30 metre drive in the 75th minute 
sends our boys to World Cup for first time. 


At the Finals in West Germany 


Captain: Peter Wilson, (3), sweeper 
Goalkeepers: Jack Reilly (1), Allan Maher 


(22), Jimi 


lisavijevic (21). 


Defenders: Doug Utjesenovic (2), Manfred 
Schaefer (4), Johnny Watkiss (18), Col Curran 
(5), Ivo Rudic (16), Harry Williams (15). 

Midfielders: Johnny Warren (9), Jimmy 
MacKay (8), Ray Richards (6), Jimmy Rooney 
(7), Ernie Campbell (19), Dave Harding (17). 

Strikers: Adrian Alston (12), Atti Abonyi (11), 
Branko Buljevic (20), Garry Manuel (10), Max 
Tolson (14), Peter Ollerton (13). 

Doctor: Brian Corrigan. 

' Physiotherapist: Peter Van Ryn. 

ir: John Barclay (Tasmania) 


"Team Manager: 
‘oach: Rale Rasic. 
Assistant Coach: 


which will be staged on 
Friday August 29. 

On that morning, the 
interstate players will be 
collected from the airport and 
driven down to Port Kembla 
Golf Club to reunite with all 
the Sydney-based former 
internationals. 

The entire 74 squad will 
be accommodated for two 
nights at the ‘Fairway’s 
Motel’ at the Golf Club. 
Alston has planned a re- 
enactment so to speak of 
1974. 

After checking into their 
Motel, all the players will 
report downstairs for a 
‘nostalgic training session’. 
Can you believe it ? 23 years 
later! 

In 1974 Australia in order 
to qualify for West Germany 
had to do battle in no less than 
11 World Cup. The last at a 
neutral venue in Hong 
Kong.That was three more 
very tough matches than 
today’s Terry Venables’ squad 
has to play to qualify for 


FRANCE '98 


; Les Scheinflug. 


France next year. 

After lunch on that Friday 
Australia’s proud and historic 
squad will play a round of 
golf and in the evening will 
be driven back to the 
Fraternity Club for the 
strictly ‘ticket only’ special 
dinner 

On Saturday at 3pm, the 
entire “74 squad will be 
special guests at Port 
Kembla’s home match 
against Balgownie Rangers at 
Wetharill Park Primbee in 
Port Kembla. 

An enthusiastic Rale Rasic 
stated: “This magnificent re- 
union has been long overdue 
in happening and we are 
most grateful to the Port 
Kembla Soccer Club.” 

Next week ABSW will 
bring our readers more 
stories and some very special 
photos of the proud 1974 
squad. Limited tickets to this 
wonderful dinner are on sale 
from today at $74 a head 
which includes a five course 
meal and all drinks. 


REGISTER NOW FOR 
TRAVEL & TOUR DETAILS!! 
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 3 
SOCCER LEAGUE 


NEW INDOOR 
SOCCER 
COMPETITIONS 


Commencing:— 
August and September 


REG! ‘YS: 
August 4, 11, 18°& 25 (7-10pm) 


[INFO LINE & REGISTRATIONS} 
PHONE: 9654 2311 


MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 
YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


Paul Okon, Steve Corica, Ufuk Talay, Mark Schwarzer . 
.. just some of the long list of players that started their 
football careers at Marconi. The next wave of 
Australian Soccer talent is being groomed now and the 
opportunity to catch this wave is solely up to you. 

Marconi Fairfield will be conducting trials for the 
National Youth League teams: 


WHEN? TUESDAY,12 August, 1997 at 5.30pm 


THU SAY 
ield 


WHERE? 


Soccer at the top tevelin A 
the venue onrthejabove 


wy 
her informat 4s) contact the 
és Marconi Soccer vet thice on: — 


9823 te 


KERRY PHILLIPS 


GREAT EVENTS 
110 Belford St., Broadmeadow NSW 2292 
Phone: (049) 61 0800 Fax: (049) 61 0855 
Licence: Dettrow Pty Ltd Lic. No. 2TA 001864 


hat do you do 
on your day off 
but go to a film 


preview, not just any 
type of picture but one 
about football, the real 
variety. 

You get a laugh, even a 
weep with joy if you like, or 
maybe the eyes were running 
because of too much 
laughing. 

Tf you've ever been a fan 
of a big club overseas, one 
with a big following in 
Australia or your local all age 
team, you'll be able to enjoy 
"Fever Pitch’. 

Don't expect anything 
deep and meaningful, nor a 
romantic story, well not in 
the great movie tradition of 
'Gone with the Wind’, there's 
no violence, the language is a 
bit strong in parts but totally 
in context. 

There's emotion, well 
there is but from the 
perspective of a football fan. 
‘The same feelings flood over 
you when you're at a vital 
game for Australia. There are 
highs and lows, thrills, near 
misses. 

People who have never 
been indoctrinated into the 
world of a rabid supporter, 
may have trouble obtaining a 
great deal of pleasure from 
the film but for those of us 
who are fortunates, they'll 
love it — no matter what 
code they follow! 


FILM 
REVIEW 


We see the flowering of an = a 
unlikely relationship, with ; ied 4 
the only common Theat . z a gs op dan 
between the two being that |_ Xooe 
they are both school teachers ett 
in a London High School. 
The pupils are bit players, for 
a change, as we explore the 
friendship developing so 
much so that it replaces 
Arsenal in the soul of Paul 
Ashworth (played by Colin 
Frith), and they ‘sail’ happily 
into the sunset. 

The only thing that Paul, 
whose parents are divorced, 
has had to care for from the 
age of about 12 is Arsenal. 
His life runs in seasons. Not 
spring, summer, autumn, 
winter but August to May — 
the football season! 

This alien woman Sarah 
(played by Ruth Gemmell) 
tries to enter this world and 
seems to have failed, until 
she too catches ‘the fever’. 

He even has boxer shorts 
with the Gunners gold logo 
all over their red material. 
His bedside light has an 
Arsenal lamp shade. He 
teaches his pupils in terms of 
his fayourite's achievements 
and the subject is English 
Literature! i J 3 Re 

He wears an Arsenal team = | A 4 i, totally around 
shirt as often as ‘possible. : : ‘ f (heey two} 

When they buy a house it is ft £ Eis Sie 4 acy 

in the shadow of Highbury, f 4 e P beled 

the club's home ground. The Situations uncomplicated, the — wouldn't be reading ABSW > which goes on general —_ Remember itis a Batis extravaganzas. It deserves a 

school team that he coaches Characters are straight unless you were a true fan,so release from August 21, film and therefore will not lengthy run but get along and 

play in red. forward and the film revolves the recommendation is to get Australia wide at a cinema have a big promotional see it during August just in 
around the World Game. You along to see ‘Fever Pitch’ near you. budget like many American case. 


The plot is simple, the 


GRAEME MacKINNON 
— A GREAT WINGER 


FOR APIA by Jonw Economos 


RAEME Mac- 
KINNON, the 
former excellent 


and most tenacious right 
winger for the old mighty 
Apia team of the 60s and 
early 70s, today 
(Tuesday) departs yet 
once again for the 
Philippines where he has 
been fully engaged over 
the past few years in 
spreading the gospel of 
Soccer by coaching first 
the seniors, then the local 
youngsters. 

Born on the 28th of 
September 1946 in North 
Sydney, Graeme was always 
destined to become a great 
player. 

He made his debut with the 
mighty Apia team back in 
1965 in a fierce match against 
Metro (today's Sydney 
United). 

Apia won this match 4-0 
and the dynamic young 
Graeme MacKinnon had an 
oustanding match, setting up 
goals for star international 
super strikers Johnny Watkiss 
and Johnny Giacometti. 

Having graduated through 
the junior ranks of Gladesyilie 
Ravens and then Apia’s 3rd, at 
the age of 18 Graeme was 


ipaereia) 


thrown into Apia’s first team fact where MacKinnon shared 6-0 to touring crack outfit Junior coaching as there was 
to replace the injured Austrian some special moments of Inter Bratislava but a year nothing being done at all for 
star, Karl Jaros. yesteryear over a plate of earlier NSW defeated Greece the them. Baseball is the 

The energetic and most delicious mixed pasta 2-1 with the great Watkiss nation’s number one sport 
enthusiastic young Graeme on Smilingly he told ABSW; scoring even though this sport is NOT 
this special and most “With such big names it was Mackianad starred in this atuned to the Filipino 
unforgettable day was flung ever so easy to play Soccer match as he came on as a sub physique”. 


into a magnificent side that — with these special people. 15 minutes from time to burst 
included some of Australia’s “We had a former through the Greek defence and COACH ING 
biggest names in Soccer. Hungarian international as set up the mighty Watkiss to 
Huge names in fact. coach, Polger Julios, who score the ultimate winner. 

As well as Watkiss and coached us for three years. Uncle Joe Vlasits was the MacKINNON returned to 
Giacometti, Apia stood tall About the most memorable NSW coach. Apia in 1976 to coach the 


with herculean names such as. match going back in those “Against Inter Bratislava third grade side through to 
Joe Marston (Australia's very days I would have to say were lasted only six minutes as my 1980. But Graeme was 
first Aussie to play at the entire semifinals of 1965. knee collapsed on me This missing the big time of Soccer 
Wembley Stadium in an F.A. “The group included Apia, was the beginning of along and it was then that 
Cup Final), Ricardo Campana, Yugal, South Coast and St series of operations forme MacKinnon flew out to the 
Pat Hughes (then Australia’s George. unfortunately,” Graeme Philippines, Manila in fact, to 
captain), Fil Bottalico, Johnny “We battled through into reflected. play one year for ‘San 
Roberts, Stan Ackerley and the Grand Final where Apia _ “I played in two Grand Miguel’ a top side that was 
Cliff Van Blerk (Jason’s dad) defeated St. George 2-0 at the Finals for Apia (“65 and 69), coached then by the later 
and the other great winger, spacious Wentworth Park in both against St George Brisbane City and Queensland 
Johnny Wong. severe heat of 93 degrees in Budapest and we won both 2- State coach, Juan Cutilas. 

On this day Mackinnon those days.” Oand 3-2. He returned to Sydney in 
commenced a most illustrious Who would have been “T went to Manila buying 1981 when current President 
career with Apia that stretched some of the greats in cane furniture for my family of Leichhardt Tigers Mr Tony 
from 1965 through to 1973 Graeme’s opinion of those business and loved it over —Raciti enticed MacKinnon to 
when a nasty series of glorious days in Australian there. I set up a senior team in coach Apia’s Youth League 
multiple injuries that Soccer? Cebu in 1987. This team side. 
embraced no less than six icardo Campana without became the best side in Cebu Five years later MacKinnon 
operations to his knees, forced doubt was magnificent. But so and continued to dominate yearned to go back to the 


the dynamic winger to hang was Johnny Watkiss, Johnny even after Left. Philippines and flew out to 
up his boots from big time Warren, Frank Haffey and of “In 1988 my team was the settle in that country’s second 
Soccer. course Johnny Giacometti. first team from Cebu to ever largest city of Cebu, an hour's 
ABSW caught up with Huge names.” win the national flight south of Manila. 
Graeme at a small stylish MacKinnon won honours Championship. Tk was here that Graeme for 
Italian restaurant in downtown by being selected for NSW in “[ thought that now was the the next four consecutive Graeme MacKinnon; Soccer missionary in the 


Leichhardt, Norton Street in 1970 


fe the State side lost time to do something for  pontinyed on page 5... Philippines 
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continued from pg 4... 


years coached Cebu’s senior 
team. 


COACHING 
iN THE 
JUNGLES 
OF CEBU 


MACKINNON went back to 
Cebu to settle permanently in 
1994 and coached again in 94 
and 95, 

A local businessman called 
Michael Lhuillier whose 
father was French, was a great 
fan of Soccer, 

This man drafted and 
contracted MacKinnon to set 
up “The M Lhuillier Sports 
Develpoment Foundation” in 
Cebu 

“With my extensive playing 
background the emphasis of 
the “Foundation” was to be 
focussed on Soccer, 

“This Lhuillier fellow did 
not have the time to get 
inyolved himself with sport in 
general, but was more than 
willing to bankroll the whole 
set up of which I’m now the 
Executive Director as well as 


Head Coach of the 
Foundation,” stated 
MacKinnon. 


“T have 200 kids under me 
ranging in ages from seven to 
eleven spread across eight 
centres in the Province of 


Qu. 
“The children had all been 
totally neglected in the past 
and I had a running verbal 
battle with the Soccer 
Authorities of Cebu because 1 
was so outspoken at the way 
Soccer was being run there, 

“Tn coaching the children I 
do at least 1,000 kilometres 
driving per week on some of 
the worst roads you could 
imagine. 

“Sometimes I have the 
luxury of sleeping in the 
mornings till Sam. But other 
times 1 wake up at 3am or 4am 
to take sessions before the 
children have to go to school. 
‘We start at 5.45am through till 
7am then the kids go to school 
which starts at 7.30am for 
them. 


“T then drive off to another 
area about an hour away and 
interupt classes there. We do 
two Groups everyday. 

“Tam at least very lucky 
that I have a dedicated 
assistant in Mario Ceniza, a 
person possessing the same 
passion I still have for Soccer. 

“Mario was a former 
National player in the 
Philippines. 

“Pm also fortunate that T 
have some sponsorship 
assistance such as Adidas (for 
equipment) and the Cebuano 
Company, “Nature's 
Springwater” Mineral water, 
plus a few months back I was 
able to also receive some 
additional sponsorship from 
Qantas, 

“Qantas supply airline 
tickets to us and once a year 
will fly some outstanding 
young player together with my 
assistant Mario to Sydney to 
attend the Marconi coaching 
Clinics. This we did just two 
weeks ago. 

“Such publicity helps 
promote Soccer back in Cebu. 

“Coaching staff from 
Sydney such as Richard 
Alagich and David Lee will be 
coming over to do some 
coaching to the local coaches 
in Cebu. 

“We have made a video of 
the “Foundation” and because 
of Adidas’ involvement have 
sent a copy of this video.back 
to Germany where we now 
hope we will obtain some 
more technical assistance. 

“The new Filipino 
Ambassador to Brazil is 
actually Brazilian and we got 
to know him personally. He 
has agreed to take a copy of 
our video back to Brazil to 
help obtain some technical 
assistance from there for us. 

“With the fabulous Pele 
now being Brazil’s Minister of 
Sport, I’m sure he will be 
sympathetic towards our great 
needs back in Cebu,” ended 
Graeme MacKinnon, 


APIA’s 
BEST 
TEAM 


NEWS * SCORES & RESULTS 
DAILY UPDATES ¢ GOSSIP © TABLES 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


Joe Marston: One of first Australians to play 
professionally in England. 


MIR SOCCER - SBS TV 


The Les Murray International and Local 
Soccer Service is Australia’s most 
comprehensive Soccer reporting service. 
Updated daily, or when the action breaks, 
by Les Murray. 

The new service now features all soccer 
regions including comprehensive English, 
European, South American and Asian 
region reports. Now no need to wait for 
your favourite news. Just dial up your 
selected choice of information. 


IN ending our pleasant chat 
with Graeme, Australia’s 
Soccer Missionary in the 
steamy jungles of the 
Philippines, we ventured to 
ask him to name the best XI 
he has played with while with 
Apia. 

Quick as a flash with a 
powerful nostalgic glint in his 
eyes MacKinnon rattled off, 
“Not too difficult a question 
here may I add. I would easily 
have to say the following: 


Goalkeeper: 

Johnny Roberts. 
Back-three: Cliff Van 
Blerk, Joe Marston and 
Stan Ackerley. 
Midfield: Pat Hughes, 
Ricardo Campana and 
Phil Bottalico. 
Strikers: Mackinnon, 
Johnny Giacometti, 
Johnny Watkiss and 
Johnny Wong. 


HOW TO ACCESS 


Call 1900 155 333, and select 


choice of information. 


Calls cost 95 cents per minute, higher rates apply mobile 
and public telephones. 


BRITISH * EUROPEAN e« ASIAN 
AUSTRALIAN * SOUTH AMERICAN 


NEWS © SCORES & RESULTS 


DAILY UPDATES ¢ GOSSIP © TABLES 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


an more gust cat 1900 155 333 
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“NSW want 
Glory 


Dear Sir, 

The support for the Perth 
Glory continues to grow 
daily. Even in Sydney, when 
‘one mentions the Ericsson 
Cup, people immediately 
comment on the: brilliant 
success of the Glory’s first 
season. Last season, when the 
Glory played its final game 
against the Melbourne 
Knights, there was talk of 
Creating a national supporter's 
club for the Glory. 

In Perth there are already 
two supporters clubs for the 
team, It would be wonderful 
if there was a New South 
Wales based ‘Glory’ 
supporters club. I would love 
being involved with an 
Australian based supporters 
club in much the same way 
Bi sh Soccer fans have 
British supporter clubs. It 
would be a great chance to 
build up a supporter base 
away from home in NSW. 

People would be willing to 
travel to matches in Sydney, 
Wollongong and Newcastle. 
Is there any news on the 
chances of this concept? 

Also, I'd like to encourage 
everyone to join the ABSW 
crusade in bringing the 


PUNISH 


media’s attention to the 
popularity of Soccer in this 
country. Every time you hear 
a news item or sports report 
that misses out the result of a 
Socceroo match or an 
Ericsson Cup game you were 
sweating on, ring the station 
and tell them what you think. 

Every time Channel 9 digs 
up a Soccer riot from the 
Peruvian Sth Division or 
some place else in order to 
discredit the game, give them 
your protest. It would also be 
handy if ABSW could print 
the phone numbers of a few 
newspapers. I'd certainly like 
to complain about Sydney's 
Telegraph paper whose 
regular Soccer writer 
publishes nothing but 
negative drivel day after day. 

Finally, is it true that 
Soccer Australia are planning 
to move theit headquarters 
from the SFS in Paddington 
to the national capital in the 
not so distant future? 


Milton Johnston 

Dulwich Hill, NSW 
Editor’s Note: Go for 
Glory! Maybe Soccer 


Australia can write to ABSW 
and tell the fans of any plans 
for a shift to Canberra, 


MENT? 


NO HOME 
_ GAMES 


HUSH 

Dear Sir, 

I'm writing to voice my 
opinion on what is happening 
‘on the Soccer circuit. 

1 don't think punishing 
Sydney United, by explusion 
from the Ericsson Cup is a 
good idea. For example, in 
every box of apples, there is 
always one rotten one. How 
can a club be held responsible 
for a troublemaker? 

Instead of expulsion, why 
not penalise them by not 
allowing these teams to have 
any home games. 

As a Marconi Fairfield 
supporter, I would hate to see 
Sydney United excluded from 
the League, Besides, I some 
times go to watch them play, 

‘Also, why is Brisbane 
being considered to host the 
final Socceroos World Cup 
qualifying match? You must 
be joking! Surely it must be 


held in Sydney. 

My congratulations to 
Perth Glory, in what they 
have achieved with strong 
crowds early in their career. 

Why is there no news in 
ABSW on Australian players 
who play in the English 
Premier League, like there 
used to about four years ago? 

To conclude, 1 would like 
Mr Hill to reconsider leaving 


the final World Cup 
‘qualifying match in Sydney. 

L Carvalho, 

Hinchinbrook, NSW. 


Editor's Note: There ate so 
many Australian players in 
England's Premier League 
that it is hard to keep pace. 
However we have had 
features on Robbie Slater, 
Stan Lazaridis and Liverpool 
squad member, Nick Rizzo. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters, Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
BririsH Soccer 
WEEKLY 


PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE 
NSW 2204 
Fax: (02) 9550-9332 


Short letters of about 400 words w: 


1 be given preference in this column, 


Dear Sir, 

I write to express my 
disappointment for three 
talented young Brisbane 
players who must surely be 
feeling very frustrated at not 
being included in the current 
Olyroo squad, which, I 
might add, has performed 
rather ordinarily and does 
not represent the best this 
country has to offer. 

Queensland produces 
more than its fair share of 
Australian sporting 
representatives, yet when it 
comes to the game of 


Dear Sir, 

Following the recent 
events that have transpired, 
please help me to understand 
the logic of the powers-that- 
be in Australia’s Soccer 
fraternity. Immediately after 
the Knights 2-1 Grand Final 
triumph over Marconi in the 
95/96 Ericsson Cup season, 
Melbourne Knights Soccer 
Club were slapped with a 
$200,000 bond as a result of 
fans entering the pitch to 
celebrate with their heroes. 
There was no reported 
damage to any property and 
no-one was injured during 
the jubilation. 

‘The season that was 96/97 
saw Soccer Australia 
develop a certain level of 
leniency in the punishment 
stakes, provided of course 
that the team wasn’t 
Croatian-based. South 
Melbourne Soccer Club 
received a mere $50,000 
bond after some Greek 
Soccer hooligans attacked 
the Adelaide City bus and 
permanently scarred the 
eyesight of Angelo Costanza. 
And who can forget the 
shameful incident that 
oceurred following South 
Melbourne’s defeat of the 
Knights when a number of 
Souths supporters went on-a 


Dear Sir, 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Seleet the Best 


Soccer, seldom does 
everyone north of the NSW 
Garden get a look in, at both 
junior and senior level. 

These three lads, Bell, 
Tollenaere, Knipe (plus the 
injured Kasey Wehrmann) 
played a significant role-in 
steering the Brisbane 
Strikers to their first 
national flag. 

The opportunity for 
national selection are slim 
indeed unless one hails from 
Sydney, Melbourne or 
Adelaide (Blanco country). 

Tt is only when we sélect 


wild rampage? 


nonexistent. 

Then came the 
following the semi final 
encounter between South 
Melbourne and Sydney 
United. Soccer Australia 
handed down another bond 
of $100,000 to South 


Melbourne (at the time of 


writing this, Sydney United's 
fate had yet to be known). 

Despite the fact that 
property damage had 
occurred and people had 
been injured, it apparently 
wasn't enough to warrant the 
club receiving a higher bond 
than that handed down to the 
Knights for simply 
celebrating a glorious win in 
the club’s history. 


Does Soccer Australia 
truly believe that their 
blatant agendas are going 


unnoticed? Or, perhaps they 
assume that Knights fans are 
all ignorant migrants who 


don’t know left from right. If 
Soccer Australia doesn’t 
improve its act promptly, 


they themselves could be 
ga 


coverage SA would receive. 


After all, if they won't play 
fair, then why should the 


Characters 
from the past 


write in with some stories 


if Irefer to a letter from Bob from their playing days. 
sil Ausie of 5 August 1997. It With this current campaign 
fl fe i H was good to hear about great being our best chance to reach 
th if players of past eras. It would the World Cup Finals can you 
uli x) i) Nh nn Iie H) be nice to hear about what use the time left to the finals 
Gi i iM hy] others are doing these days. by publishing each week a list 
CaN He it a f The likes of Jim Kelly, Ron of Australian teams that 
Lord, John Watkiss, Leo competed in each World Cup 
Baumgartner, Harry Williams, qualifying game from our first 

ices John Roberts, Roy Blitz, —attemt to reach the finals. 
"Thought I'd try something different for nibociZickernath a many T Diment, 
the team photo this year" others. If they read this Adamstown Heights, 
newspaper maybe they could NSW. 
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South 
Melbourne’s penalty — 


riot 


lawsuit for 
indiscrimination! Not to 
mention the negative media 


the best available side, 
regardless of where they 
come from in this country, 
that we will be able to take 
on the world, 
JDrummond, 
Keperra, QLD. 
Editor’s Note: There is 
no doubt that the players 
mentioned will force their 
way into the Olyroo squad, 
if they're good enough. 
Also have a look at our p.7 
story on the Olyroos tour of 
Queensland for some 
encouraging news. 


WHY THE 
DISCRIMINATION? 


clubs and their fans? 
Matija Raspudic 
Avondale Heights, VIC 
Editor's Note: You have 
made an interesting point, 
Surely the: precedent was set 
with the bond on Melbourne 
Knights of $200,000. 
Consistency is vital, so that 
not only is justice done, but 

is seen to be done. 


) 


HOW... 


AL TRAINING 


Dear Sir, 

Is there one set of 
ethical standards for Terry 
Venables, and another for 


lesser mortals? 


One could be excused 
for thinking. this must be 
the case, given Soccer 
Australia’s inaction and 
the Soccer media’s silence 
regarding the increasing 
number of Socceroo 
players being lured to 
Portsmouth FC. 


Portsmouth FC, who 
play in the English First 
Division, have a 
chairman/major 
shareholder called Terry 
Venables, who just 
happens to also have a part 
time job as coach of 
Australia’s national team. 


Oz Tel’s qualities as a 
coach are not in dispute, 
and the purpose of this 
letter is not to knock him. 


Hell’s Bells, any man 
who can negotiate a 
$400,000 contract with 
enormous travelling 
expenses thrown in, for a 
part time job, retain the 
right to reside in England, 
and also gain his 
employer's backing to be 
paid to star in an 
advertisement lampooning 
their organisation, is to be 
held up in awe and 
amazement, rather than be 
subjected to ridicule and 
criticism. 


Oz Tel must also be 
admired for his skill in 
convincing Soccer 
Australia, and presumably 
by their silence, the Soccer 
media, that there is no 
conflict of interest in his 
dual roles when his club 
side are linked with 


numerous Socceroo 
players. 
At last reports, 


Portsmouth had signed, or 
were attempting to sign the 
following Socceroos: 


1. Zeljko Kalac; 

2. Robert Enes; 

3, Craig Foster; 

4. John Aloisi and Matt 
Bingley, who decided 
instead to go to Japan. (I 
wonder if Bingley will 
play again for Australia 
after turning his back on 
Portsmouth’). 

Rumours suggest that 
even more Socceroos are 
on Portsmouth’s shopping 
list. 


There are many who 
take the view that it is 
positively unhealthy to 
have the coach of the 
national side involved in 
any way whatsoever with 
the transfer of Socceroo 
players to his club side, as 
there are surely questions 
regarding a possible 
conflict of interest, 


ea 


With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 


out of your life 


ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 
© 0419 622 685 


Conflict of 
OZ TEL? 


Of course, Oz Tel may 
claim again that he had no 
involvement and that “its 
all down to Terry 
Fenwick,” Portsmouth’s 
manager. 


Fair enough, but I would 
haye expected the Soccer 
media to have pursued this 
aspect a little more 
forcefully, and at least 
have put the following 
questions to Venables: 


1. As chairman/owner of 
Portsmouth do you not 
ultimately approve the 
payment of any transfer 
fees for these players? 


2. As chairman/owner of 
Portsmouth are you not in 
effect the direct boss of 
Terry Fenwick. 


3. As chairman/owner of 
Portsmouth will you 
ultimately be the person 
who approves the level of 
wages/signing on fees for 
these players? 


4, Is it likely that the 
value of these players will 
increase as a result of them 
playing in the World Cup 
finals in France in 1998? 


5. Would Portsmouth 
expect to make a profit as 
a result if these players 
were transferred to another 
club after the World Cup 
finals? 


6. How many Australian 
players did Terry Fenwick 
try to sign prior to your 
appointment as Australian 
national coach? 


Our previous coach 
Eddie Thomson was keel 
hauled through the Senate 
and lambasted in sections 
of the press over his 
involvement in the Ned 
Zelic transfer to Borussia 
Dortmund, despite the fact 
that there was absolutely 
no evidence that Thomson. 
benefitted financially in 
any way from Zelic’s 
transfer. 


As major shareholder of 
Portsmouth, can the same 
be said of Venables, with 
his club signing so many 
Socceroos? 


It is almost as if the 
Soccer media have 
adopted the John Cleese 
“don’t mention the war” 
philosophy, and seem 
loathe to raise the subject 
lest they seem to be 
rocking the boat. 


Well as the Australian 
national team slides closer 
to being seen as a “feeder” 
team for Portsmouth, and 
the silence of the media 
starts to deafen us, it’s 
about time the boat was 
well and truly rocked. 

William Wallace 
Randwick, NS. 


to the Sydney based players to his A 
2000 Olympics squad. been a promotional success 


sights on adding a _ theirtour of the east coast of AUEADISY ed POI DEMn ed 


Results to date: 


24/7/97 Coffs Harbour 


lez, Colosimo 


coast U2 m4 
ja (2), Salapasidis (2), Vargas 


mba. 
sland Under-20 Talent Program 0 
osimo, Salapasidis (2) 


3/8/97 Rockhampton 

Olyroos 2\Central Queensland U20 Talent 
Program 0 

Scorers: Gonzales, Allsopp 


6/8/97 Rockhampton 
Olyroos 1 Rockhampton Senior Representative 
Team 0 
Scorer: Allsopp 


Allsopp 6 
Salapasidis 5 = 

Curcija 3 0 
Gonzalez 3 1 = 


@arlos Gonzales: Scoring well on Olyroos Tours 
rat 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 


The Package Includes: 
‘© Return Economy Airfares 


CUP WINNER 


4974 GERMANY 1974 GERMANY 


4978 ARGENTINA 1978 ARGENTINA S24 ‘Second Round’ Championship (inc 
4982 SPAIN ‘ 1982 ITALY The Package includes: 


© Retum Economy Airfares 


4986 MEXICO © 1986 ARGENTINA ine (ER teraeed 


= 4St. 2nd, 3rd and 4th Place Finals 


4990 ITALY os 1990 GERMANY 


4994 USA 1994 BRAZIL 
WE WERE THERE 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


Sydney: 
Marconi Travel 
9 Willan See, 
Fairfield NSW 2165 
Tel 08) EBSOH! ‘Tee (02) 9728 1900 
‘Toll Fee 1800810681 Fax: (02) 9725 7627 


“The tour has not only ¥ < said Blanco last week. 


A s the countdown number of Queensland- Australia. i B] to future Olyroo camps,” 


“| have been encouraged 


eooee 


continues, Olyroo coach ‘The Olyroos, who have Ut at least four or five . : : by a number of players, they 


Raul Blanco has set his won all six matches so faron PlaYers from the teams we M5 : “certainly have the qualities 
we are looking for. 


MAYBE there is value in 
undertaking a suitably 


funded 


Western 


and 


Southern NSW, Victoria 
Country Districts, Murray 
River into South Australia 
Tour. Add ons could include 
the Iron Triangle of Whyalla 
and Port Pirie and then onto 
the South West of Western 
Australia. If there is 
‘undiscovered’ talent in 
Queensland then maybe 
there are other gems waiting 
to be revealed. 


NATIONAL YOUTH 
LEAGUE TRIALS 


UTS OLYMPIC 


Panuanry, 1979 Wien 


for further information contact: 
UTS Olympic office on: 


95585355 


"First Round’ Championship 


Package 
(Prices per person) 


Tourist 


7 Match Category 3 


a7 


7 Match Category 2 


$225 


7 Match Category 1 


5,462 


Single Supplement 


4,280 


. Finals) 


Package 
(Prices per person) 


Tourist 


8 Match Category 3 


5.967 


8 Match Category 2 


6.50 


Match Category 4 


7497 


Single Supplement 


4,280 


ind Championship {inc. 


Superior 


LigNo, TA1382 LicNo. TAIS7 LicNo. 
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[ [Homsby 29, Sydney United 20, Adamstown Rosebud | 
Illawarra Lions 6. 


camden Tigers 56; 

f A District 47, Bossy 42, BI 

Uhardt Tigers v B’yrigg 5 - | ||33, Fairfield Eagles 34, Ho 
n City v Maca - 442, - | | Bullets 28, Racing 26 


Auburn Star 17, AVA.S 
ie 


e 52, Nepean City 38, Southern Di: 
Premier 36;AC Sydney Adamstown Rosebud 30, Sydney United 29, 
netmen 29, Canterbury y i 47, Central Coast.17, 
9 25, Sporting Seg19, ¢ jons 15. 
4 = 


_ ee i StGeorge Saints V 631 Se 
DIVISION / A - Korring-gal Assoc y Eastern Subs, 
ELIMINATION SEMIFINAL \ 


Bahturst '75 
Belmore Hercules Vv F - aNIe RIStENCE F 2 

Rockdale City SunswBathurst'75 = == 2+ Dre SRE aa G/13: Leichhardt Tigers 60, St George 47, 

yee chy VEssem S\bUe = 4-2AET - NEW nsue/AcademyvSaney Une 0-503 | | ee Spin punters 35, Nepean 
Hills United v Ryd 3 FIRST Association 33, Ku-ring-gai Association 29, Southern 
it aes ae nea IRS Branch 29, Bonnyrigg WE 29, AC United 23, Rockdale 
City Suns 18, CSI Schofields 18, Granville Association 


NSW Inst/Academy 51, Sydney United 49, Marconi 43, 
NNSW Inst/Academy 42, Sutheriand Shire 34, UWS 4 

Macarthur 26, Macquarie District 24, Penrith Panthers G/14: st George 60, AC United 60, Leichhardt 
46, Eastern Suburbs 14, Moorebank Sports 13, Tigers 59, Eastern Suburbs 54, Blacktown Association 
Gladesville Raven 8. 46, Nepean Association 41, Rockdale City Suns 34, CSI 


Schofields 30, Bonnyrigg WE 28, Bankstown 
DIVISION TWO — ROUND 22 Association 27, Penrith Panthers 17, Ku-ring-gal 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 


4st U/21U/18 
Uni of NSW v Moorebank Sports 0-0 AET 
5-4 pens - 


Parramatta City v Moorebank Sports - 2:0 - | | University of NSW v St George Association Be | ee en eee a 
AC United v Mt Druitt Town 5 ; 
Eastern Suburbs v Bathurst City 0-4 G/15: Penrith Panthers 54, Bankstown Association 
Roselands v Shoalhaven Association 0-2 50, AC United 50, Leichhardt Tigers 49, St George 47, 
DIVISION THREE Liverpool Olympic v Wollongong City 4-4 || | Blacktown Association 43, Eastern Suburbs 40, CS 
“ Liverpool Olympic v Gladesville Raven 42 Schofeas 38 Soutnem Branch 30, Rockdale dy Suns 
U! 4 , Bonnyrigg , Nepean Association 16, Ku-ring: } 
ROUND 21 pre FIRST gai Association 15, Granville Association 4, 
Ameliffe Scots v Colo Colo 2-3. 6-2 | | st George Association 42, Shoalhaven Association 44, G/16: southern Branch 61, CSI Schofields 53, | 
Glebe Wanderers v Trasandinos 1-0 1-0 | | Bathurst city 34, Roselands 31, Gladesville Raven 24, Rockdale City Suns 44, Eastern Suburbs 44, Leichhardt 
The Wanderers v Prairiewood United 3.0 3-0} | Eastern Suburbs 21, Liverpool Olympic 21, Wollongong | | Tigers 44, Penrith Panthers 42, Bankstown Association 
Prospect United v White City 343-3 City 20, Uni of NSW 10, Macarthur 10. 39, Blacktown Association 32, Bonnyrigg WE 30, St} 
Granville Greenisiand v St Johns Park 5-0 9-2 George 25, AC United 24, Nepean Association 16, 
Trasandinos v Hawkesbury City 3-3 1-2 Granville Association 14, Ku-ring-gai Association 5. 
Trasandinos v Glebe Wanderers 03 0-0 YOUTH — rounp 24 sar 
DIVISION THREE peers recs 
C'ral Coast v Blacktown City 0-2 4-2 0-0 0- eae Sautona tawis 
W'gong City v Gladesville Homsby 2-1 1-2 2-2 Assoc 
FIRST syaney Olympic v Marconi raireld 3-1 3-0 1-1 St Johns Park v Hawkesbury City 
Sthern District v Parramatta Eagles 2-3 1-2 0-3 Hills United v Springwood 
Glebe’Wanderers 56, Amcliffe Scots 42, Colo Colo 38, Mac Rams vSutherland Sharks 0-1 0-1 6-0. Macquarie Sports v Ryde City + 
Er ere ic oe aavoatize, terwiesbury chy | =| A waMm Rosebud Mawatra Lone’ &-9-%050°0 arate 2 ue aap 
22, Trasandinos 22, St Johns Park 9, Prairiewood eet ea lle I a gy 15: Canterbury Associaton 58, Paramatta Cty 
nea Macarthur Rams v Central Coast 1-1 2-2 0-0 eumssbury cly 28, Me Druitt Town Rangers 27, His. 
DIVISION FOUR Parramatta Eagles v Marconi 0-4 3-4 3-4 Unived om eaten Sports 18, St Johns Park 10, 
'. 4 pringwood 8. 
ROUND 23 G/13: sutherland Sharks 60, Sydney Olympic 57, G/14: Stanmore Hawks 41, Ryde City 39, His 
c= ger Wollongong City 46, Southern Districts 43, Gladesville U 5 i 34, Hawk 
ast ana | | Homsby 41, Macarthur Rams 36, Marconi Fairfield 35, Here etebee Lea ew niles rerral 
Sydneyunt Angelstiverpoo! «6-0. 14-0 |_| Blacktown City 33, Parramatta Eagles 34. Adamstown City 32, Macquarie Sports 29, Mt Pritchard 24, st Johns 
Tell et A aii le 60 1-0 | | Rosebud 31, Warringah Dolphins 27, Central Coast 14, |} Park th We Druitt Town Rangers 20, Springwood 15, 
weld Kings vithgow Workmen 0.8 0.3 |_| Sydney United 12, lawarra Lions 6. parame O06: 
Earlwood Hermes v Marrickville 1-4 23 | | G/14 : sydney olympic 51, Parramatta Eagles 46, G/15: tills United 39, Parramatta City 36, Ryde City 
United Eagles v CSI Schofields 15 0-3 Sydney United 43, Blacktown City 40, Gladesville 34, St Johns Park 32, Stanmore Hawks 32, Mt 
Springwood v Balmain 0-1 3-1 Hornsby 39, Warringah Dolphins 37, Central Coast 36, | Pritchard 34, Canterbury Association 34, Mt Druitt 
Fraser Park v St Josephs 9-2 3-0 Marconi Fairfield 35, Adamstown Rosebud 33, Town Rangers 25, Springwood 18, Hawkesbury City 
. Sutherland Sharks 28, Illawarra Lions 27, Macarthur 14, Macquarie Sports 7. 
DIVISION FOUR Rams 21, Southern Districts 15, Wollongong City 13. G/13: canterbury Association 46, Ryde City 45, Mt | 
G/15: Blacktown City 56, Parramatta Eagles 50, Pritchard 39, Stanmore Hawks 38, Mt Druitt Town 
FIRST Sydney Olympic 50, Marconi Fairfield 49, Southern Rangers 32, Hawkesbury City 28, Parramatta City 27, 
P WD LF A Pts] |istricts 45, Macarthur Rams 40, Central Coast 35, Macquarie Sports 14, Hills United 11, St Johns Park 14, | 
Maroubra United 22173 2 74 26 54 Wollongong City 34, Warringah Dolphins 33, Gladesville|| | Springwood 2, 
Fraser Park 22:15 6 1 81 28 51 = ——— 
Sydney University 22 15 4 3 93 21 49 
CS! Schorelds 2 142 7 66 36 44 FIRST DIVISION **x KKK 
Marrickville 2112 4 5 49 32 40 ees  YTY"cCq. —Ss— 
Earlwood Hermes 23:12 3 8 37 23 39 
Mascot Kings 2 104 9 61 45 34 Saturday August 16 
St Josephs 22.8 3 11.41 49 27 
Thea es ales Spee x spsiaaiea MAJOR SEMI-FINAL — ROCKDALE ILINDEN SPORTS CENTRE 
Balmain 22.7 3 12 46 53 24 a nee 
Lithgow Workmen 22 6 4 12 40 59 22 STS Hurstville City Minotaurs v Eastern Suburbs 2.30pm. 
Springwood 23 7 1 15 34 58 22 21S Hurstville City Minotaurs v Ryde City......... 42 Noon 
Angels Liverpool United 22 2 3 17 28 83 5 48S Ryde City v Mt Pritchard .. 10am 
Fairfield Kings 23 0 3 20 26145 3 
DIVISION FIVE Sunday August 17 
ROUND 23 Se MINOR SEMI-FINAL — ARLINGTON, DULWICH HILL © 
uu 
Nepean Districts v Racing 2-0 5-0 i 
Blacktown, Pet v Holy Cross ae as as pie a laces % 
Bossy v Sporting SSC -( i So 
Camden Tigers v Auburn Star (elie 48S Hills United v Rockdale City Sun: 
Kosciusko v AVA United 3-2 1-5 
Fairfield Eagles v Homenetmen 34 5-3 
AC Sydney v Canterbury Bullet 0-3 1-2 
: Kosciusko v Nepean Districts Sh SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 \a «ile /nin 1S Wisherateaplie yi mubieunl obi plane) 
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Fel iON 


EASTS POWER ON PANE PANY: WRSHH Es BONNYRIGG PROVE SUPERIOR 


= the ball giving ‘Gibbo’ the Gibson, It became a matter of 
ByBOBBROOKS — chance to move across goal time before White Eagles 
Ls Saturday, in the and gather in, would score again. 


soldiered on well with skipper Steve Vanega and Michael 

By PAUL GOODWIN Skeags prominent throughout. 
= - Ryde got the winner after Steve Thomas worked his 
PRELIMINARY SEMI-FINAL —1ST.GRADE Je oe wie se Seve Tomes weed 
iter extratime) the keeper, earning his side a penalty which Steve Duval 


Eastern Suburbs won their way through to the Major Vel Miata 


NSW Super League Strangely, Blago Milicevie With minutes to go, the 
B4Preliminary Semi was the one who beat Covic, ever dangerous Johnny 
Final, at the well appointed his own keeper, when he — Ghisso worked his way to the 


semi Final with a sudden death extra-time decider, It ELIMINATION SEMI-FINAL — UNDER 21 Wie ae 


looked like winning earlier on when going into the last BATHURST ‘75 4 BELMORE HERCULES ° ‘ior t kened it i i 
three minutes of normal time with the advantage of a Bathurst spent most of the first half of this game Leichhardt nese cing Scere Gottormnde eae 


single goal from a Steve Lawrence penalty. defending and the two sides went in at half time with a i i i i 
Easts had scored rather against the run of play inthe Gert poe lillen Nontrorchrarts. out 2-0 winners, Z On the stroke of half time with a well-timed volley. 


39th minute when Ryde custodian Sam Krslovic was ‘The second half wi I iti Numerous opportunities Gibson used all his guile to _ Bonnyrigg meet 
Seielcea toda ptsnion clatieLse folowna aicometen. arene ae ple er et a ere were created by both sides, frustrate John Buonavoglia. Parramatta Eagles at Gabbie 
the left by Easts. Lawrence stepped up and beat the struck the first of his four goals for the aftemoon five but a combination of hesitant The shot scraped the paint off Stadium next Sunday. 

keeper easily. minutes after the break. shooting and first class the bar as it went over the Leichhardt are next on 

Ryde had dominated in every facet of the game except Johns added a second five minutes later and then Bralkceging Keptithe;scare to top, stage at Melita Stadium, on 
‘scoring up to this point and continued to create a swag —_ completed his hat trick in the 75th. Just two goals, The opening goal came Saturday, in the minor semi 
of chances as the game wore on. From a break on the left by the same player the Ante Covie was the busier nine minutes into the second final. 

Many chances were squandered, most of which had — gelmore keeper was out off his line only to see Johns lift of the two custodians during stanza. Covic made a temible In the Under 2ts, 
fallen to youngster Tim Gledhill, but others which came the ball over his head into the roof of the net in the first few minutes, mistake by trying to roll the © Macarthur Rams swamped 
ar way of oe re andl er rely farea no] petiet i convincing fashion. however, the — more all out to one of his Blacktown City Demons 4-1, 
defence and was the main provider. ‘ PRELIMINARY SEMI-FINAL — UNDER 18 MARE RREG HES. air Te ae eos 

When Borg did get through to face the Keeper himself HILLS UNITED O MOUNT PRITCHARD 4 |} roueht into the action early. home © invinesitsy aiBlackiown 
he also was profligate in his finishing. Mount Pritchard defeated Hills United when they Dantes Gnathifound bine Leichhardt’s att t d for C b 

Easts had somewhat fewer scoring opportunities, but scored in the 22nd minute through John Menzagopian. oue-an ene with bitn, but the irae gt atin tae 
looked dangerous when Gerry Gomez headed wide after Mounties were well on top throughout though it was TTieere afteber' tried i fag oar aa eaeOmnin dg AL ea ance lee Beaee eed Ae 
a good cross from Steve McCombe, who had also set up unfortunate for Hills that the shot took an unexpected Sena ‘0 place thwarted apy the rock like — extratime. 


Lee for a shot which was put wide moments earlier. bounce as it reached the keeper, deceiving him in the = 
The introduction of Jim Boudaher and Alf Cirino process. 


sparked Ryde in the last twenty minutes, the former 
went close to scoring as well as setting up Borg for a ELIMINATION SEMI-FINAL ~ UNDER 18 
chance in the 81st minute. BATHURST '75 4. ROCKDALE SUNS iE 


‘Allan Welsh was also just wide with one fierce shot and __ Rockdale keeper Mark Afif was the hero In his side's 
then had a top volley tipped over by Les Bihari who had “lear-cut win in Bathurst against the locals. 
an impressive day, Afif dealt with everything thrown at him, especially 

Boudaher surged through in the 87th and laid on a blag et eral As bettuest Teally looked like forcing the 
pass for Borg who was able to thread the ball through for 3 a ast Sunday at the Melita sliced through the defence to Langan, whilst Bankstown 
Cirino to go on and beat Bihari with a low shot. Dime Robevsk! put the Suns'aigoaljup earty on witha Stadium, Blacktown City score witha low drive from 10 were best. served through 

Into extra time and Boudaher was again prominent, Sensational 35 yard shot and then Alex Chumkovski made accounted for Bankstown metres. sweeper Gordon Vulic and 
hitting a superb volley towards the top right corner of it two before the break after a frenzied scramble in the City 4-2 in the NSW Super Leading 3-0 it looked as if right midfielder Steve 
peal ee Ha See VIET ST SRS nate ee oes toughened up with |} _League’s Elimination Semi the floodgates were about to Eagleton. 

Then, with only five minutes left of extra time, the recent first grade duties and it must have helped. yaa ere Tigers B ay Pea ee ei : Aa ae # are ci e 
speedy Gary Spivac, showed a clean pair of heels to a | Near the end Bathurst pulled a goal back when Andre }{ coe TE Cee wm bounced beck with after the match that “We hed 
Ef eens al ox eal Her ACR ov Mel PLN seat but they marco! te tae on nine | 4p SBUECIORT A TOMETINg< aggre cues pay, othe ne Rem a 
WEIL, «repre as rons cafe werice toe -mn> : striker, Stuart Cleary, lid the “Substitute Zoki Adioski in but two poorly peciieal 
the midfield and arrived nicely to hit a good shot which Sern/-Finals Week 2 — Brief Preview: foundations for his side's the 68th minute — having allowed them to throw 


iy 


half and Blckown wele he midfielders Bemy and Cuter 
By JOHN VECONOMOS scoreline as Cutler easily as well as marker Damon 


Krslovic saved but could not hold. victory scoring brilliantly been on the pitch for only a everything at us late in the 
Substitute Kevin Watson was there on the spot to put saTeneior Fe ae a pmnoEs within the half hour. Another minute — received a long ball game. A couple of my guys 
the ball away and end the game with the ‘golden goal’ in Cioce contest and there will be Tani whioljeet that Sostieal brace in the second half by over the top from defender (Berry and Langan) hadn't 
his first appearance after a long injury. repeat their recent win over this season's premiers. Steve Cutler cemented the Damien Luksic and smashed it played for a month due to 
9 outcome. into the target. injuries but as the game went 
ELIMINATION SEMI-FINAL — FIRST GRADE _,,7"2week off may help Hurstvile and so may the local} "Ci. opened the score in "This "goal injected of we shoved real characlr to 
BATHURST 75 0 lORE 2 Easts are a good unit and will make life hard for the lively || the 14th minute, belting a great Bankstown with much needed stand up. Special mention must 
In chilly but sunny Bathurst the locals stepped out at minotaurs’ strikers, Including the prolific Jim lliopoulos who Berry through-ball from 12 fire and venom, which saw be made for Paul Yates who 
Carrington Park for the first time and found their — should he get his chance again. metres out and in the 30th midfielder Mile Todorovski only came into the team just a 
opponents, Stanmore, much more of a challenge than in The Under/21 game it will also be close with Ryde up Cleary doubled the scoreline ‘score’ in the 74th minute, but month ago and hasn’t looked 
mene ‘awe ca arhoue stopper Daniel Percy and ene le al ll ah after heading an Ivo De Jesus referee John Cameron back since.” 
wide defender Harry Danilidis, while Bathurst included Under/18s sees Mount Pritchard playing Ryde with |} Cf0ss from the left. Although disallowed it for an offside. Meanwhile Bankstown’s 
Paul Waine and Ken Barwick. Mounties having beaten the Premiers a couple of weeks back. Raguz made what looked at Seven mins from time, coach David Mijalkov 
‘Stanmore was able to take the lead in the 4th minute __ At Nineveh in the Minor Seml-Final on Sunday, Ryde return, first to be an incredible save powerful striker Nick Bosevski lamented that “The game went 
when a corner on the right was flicked on at the near this time facing Stanmore who will almost certainly be right on his line, he spilt the pulled back another goal for well until we made a couple of 
post from the head of Paul Andricopoulos for the waiting “/thout Burim Zajmi. ball over. __ Bankstown, striking a_ mistakes for us to concede a 
Con Anagnostopoulos to head in easi far safine are likely to make changes after the defeat by Easts Bankstown stung back in magnificent 30 metre couple of goals. We always 
te easily at the far post. ang may be tempted to Include Jim Boudaher from the start, : lear i 
Jason Oldridge had already tested Braydon Barcham fra .may ne cempten £0 Inclia’ Jim Bet Cao well | the 34th minute through piledriver. knew we were poor on high 
with a clever lob in the first minute, which the keeper cantonion Barrera LU CEL CALs captain and left midfielder Well into stoppage time balls but in the second half we 
‘was fortunate to tip over as it reached him off his line, ike Easts, Stanmore seem to have the wood on Ryde and Sasa Boskoyski, whose searing Cutler finally extinguished had them and thus had the 
Stanmore rocked Bathurst with a second goal in the it may be curtains for the Gunners unless Matthew Borg, who 25 metre drive on target was Bankstown’s belated fire to better chances.” 
7th minute from Eddie Briscoe, who gained a ball cleared wal be under tight hol, can find something himself. denied by Blacktown’s score his second for Blacktown Marconi's coach Zoran 
Out of defence and shook off several tackles before Under/21s sees Bathurst meeting Hills United confident of Fernando Greco, who City from the edge of the box, Matic, and assistant Lee 
hooking the ball into the roof of Barcham’s net. another good result, but this Hills side is tough and even miraculously tured the rocket following a quickly taken short —_Sterrey, were in attendance as 
Apart from a free kick which broke through the — without an injured Mark Hagger, should prove too strong. around his left post for a comer on the left. they cast an eye over both sets 
Stanmore wall and was well taken down low by Paul —_Under/18s brings Hills s together with Rockdale and there comer. Best performers for the — of talented players, 


Kyprianou, Bathurst offered little in the way of shots, May be a few goals here ‘Six minutes into the second 
despite the constant hard running and workrate of Scott 
Mutton. The absence of his partner up front, the injured 


"eCenmore oa a waa ie after a knee ir =] SUPER LEAGUE 


incurred by playmaker Burim Zajmi 20 minutes into the 


ond ee lela Saturday August 16 
PRELIMINARY SEMI-FINAL — UNDER 21 MINOR SEMI FINAL — MELITA STADIUM, SOUTH GRANVILLE 


RYDE CITY GUNNERS 2 HILLS UNITED 4 
ichhardt Tigers v Blacktown City... 


victors were twin-central 


KK 


This game was a thriller with Ryde under pressure for 4STS 
long periods after getting their noses in front quite early 218° ktown City v St George Saints 
on ear eorne 


A 12th minute free kick floated in from deep on the tee ferbury-M larrickville v Macarthur Rams 
tight by Danny Blanco beat the keeper and struck the i 

underside of the bar before coming down, allowing Steve 
Thomas to head home from point blank range. 


Hills caused plenty of concern in the Ryde defence as 
the game wore on and in the second half began to get on 


top. 


Sunday August 17 
‘A good run down the left by Francis Davila saw the SEMI- FINAL = GABBIE STADIUM, SEVEN HL 
Mierodelenccilbees Helanan ivecunscin mets 4STS Barramatta Eagles v Bonnyriag White Eagles... 


tuck away the equaliser. ; 21S Patramatta Eagles v Macarthur Rams .......... 
HOUT oe never ibesped eyte Teal te lead som attes ‘18S Parramatta Eagles v Blacktown City Demons 


when his smart run and cross saw Blanco clip the ball 
over from right in front. 

Hills were weakened when they lost striker Mark 
Hagger to a serious wrist injury late in the first half, but 
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KAFTE 


ewcastle _ Topper 

Breakers draw in the 

1997 NSW Waratah 
Cup was announced last 
week at Blacktown. 

The Breakers are in a group 
with Blacktown, Marconi- 
Fairfield, and the winner of an 
elimination game between 
NNSW First Division club 
Edgeworth Eagles and ACT 
(Canberra Olympic). Topper” 
Breakers will play each 
opponent once during the 
competition with the first 
match being set down for 
Wednesday September 3. 

Meanwhile Newcastle's 
first pre-season game will be a 
trial match against NSW 
Super League club, Central 
Coast on Sunday, August 24 
at Pluim Park, Lisarow. 


eoeoe 


HUNTER district teams have 
proven very strong in this 
year’s Bill Turner Cup. The 
winning run of Warners Bay 
High came to an end last 
week, after a gallant effort 
during the competition. 

They were defeated by 
Wesifields Sports High from 
Fairfield, 1-0 in a hard fought 
match in the Quarter Finals, 

‘The Hunter’s last chance in 
the competition, 
Broadmeadow High, were 
also defeated 4-0 by Kadina 
High from Lismore last 
‘Thursday at home. The NSW 
Far North Coast side played 
some yery attractive Football 
and proved to be very skilful 
both on the ground and in the 
air, 

Broadmeadow reached the 
Final 16 out of the 735 
schools entered. 


OOOH 


Tough draw for 
TOPPER BREAKERS 


NORTHERN New South 
Wales First Division Club, 
Highfields Wolves, have 
moved a step closer to the 
play-offs with a 4-0 win over 
Cessnock Hornets in a 
deferred match held last week 
at Whitebridge. The Wolves 
held on to a 1-0 lead going 
into the half time break thanks 
to a goal by big Mark Beagan. 
Highfields made it 2-0 after 
Beagan scored his second 


with fifteen minutes 
remaining. 
Cessnock’s Andrew 


O’Hearn hammered a ball 
seconds later from 20 metres 
‘out, with only a good reflex 
save by Craig Shanko denying 
the visitors. The Wolves 
striker Mick Williams made it 
3-0 with captain Wayne 
Bailey scoring in the dying 
minutes complete the scoring. 


eoooe 


LAMBTON High School’s 
Commonwealth Bank Boys, 
Soccer Team defeated the 
highly fancied Bossley Park 
5-4 on penalties last week in a 
thrilling match at Edensor 
Park in Sydney. 

With the game locked at 0- 
0 after normal time, the match 
went into sudden death extra 
time, Bossley Park were 
awarded a penalty in the final 
minutes, but Lambton’s 
goalkeeper Sean Robson 
dived to his right to save the 
match. 


tch. 

The result had to be 
decided by a penalty shootout, 
with Robson proving to be the 
hero again pulling off a reflex 
save from the final spot kick 
to win the match for Lambton, 

The school now proceeds 
to the semi-finals at Seymour 
Shaw Park, Sutherland on 
Friday August 22. 

School coach, Steve Bland, 


Sean Robson: Stopped 
two vital shots in five 
minutes. 


said the team played well all 
year, “We have a talented side 
with the likes of Chris 
Tancheski (Belmont- 
Swansea) and Paul Wheeler 
(Toronto Awaba) who play 
First Grade in the NNSW 
Competition. 

“They (Lambton) have 
done well over the previous 
years in competition and are a 
very young side. 

“Our goalkeeper Sean 
Robson is a very talented 
player and has played well all 
year,” Bland concluded. 

Lambton have defeated 
Broadmeadow, West 
Wallsend, Warners Bay, 
Whitebridge, North Sydney, 
and now Bossley High to get 
to the final four of the 
competition. 


BILL TURNER CUP 


TOPPER 


NSW PRE-QUARTER FINALS 


Kadina..... 
Westfields . 
Narrabeen .. 


Mackay North .. 
Mountain Creek .. 
Brisbane Grammar 
Centenary Heights 
Rosewood... 

Cavendish Road 


Palm Beach-Currumbii 


Marist Bros Ashgrove 
Shailer Park. 
Beaudesert 


Ba NOso Ooo 


managed to steal a 3-1 win 
over Fernhill in Sunday’s 
premier league match of the 
round at Brandon Park. 

After they got away to a 
dream start, with a goal after 
just three minutes, Cringila 
allowed Fernhill to control 
midfield after half time. 

Veteran Rade Stefanoyski 
got the early goal after Peter 
Murray had headed against 
the post from a comer kick. 

Fernhill looked more 
enterprising as the second half 
progressed and striker Richard 
Peil equalised in the 61st 
mint 


jute. 

Tt wasn’t until nine minutes 
from the whistle that Cringila 
regained their lead through 
Zonko Usljebrka followed by 
Pepe Stanizzo’s number three, 
seconds from the end. 

Femhill coach Peter Willis 
said it had been disappointing 
to get nothing from the game, 

He said once Fernhill got 
level he thought they might 
get the three points. 

“It was a loss of 
concentration which cost us 
the second goal,” Willis said. 

Cringila coach George 
Keith said his team lost the 
midfield in the second half. 
“We became bogged down 
and allowed Fernhill to take 
over.” 

On Sunday, the match of 
the round should be between 
Cringila and Lysaghts, 


COooe 


JUST when it seemed 
Wollongong Olympic were 


ko © 


LETHARGIC CRINGILA 


STEAL WIN 


launching a challenge for the 
Premier League 
championship, along came 
Port Kembla. 

On Saturday at Brandon 
Park, a Port Kembla side, 
without five regular first 
graders, beat Olympic 4-1. 

Olympic scored in the first 
minute when Adam Gray 
knocked in a_ Peter 
Kotamanidis corner kick but 
after 18 minutes Port Kembla 
Ted 3-1. 

Justyn Roberts (2) and Jon 
Angelucci got the goals and 
there was no further score 
before half time, 

In the second half, Olympic 
fought back gamely but failed 
to crack the Port Kembla 
defence. Angelucci scored his 
second goal during a rare Port 
Kembla attack during the 
second half, 

More bad news for 
Olympic has been that centre- 
back Tony Spyridakis won't 
be playing for them again this 
season. 

The former Sydney 
Olympic defender is going 
overseas on a holiday this 
week. 

He said after Saturday’s 
game it would be highly 
unlikely he would return 
before the end of the season. 

“T only came down here for 
the one game, after all,” he 
said. 

“J am sure the team will do 
well but they seem to have a 
habit of playing better against 
stronger teams and not so well 
when they are expected to 
win.” 


eoooe 


LEADERS Bulli took a long 


time to find the net against 
Wollongong White Eagles at 
Clunas Oval. 

They missed two 
embarrassing sitters (Adam 
Hammersley and Damian 
Counter) and Eagles 
goalkeeper Paul Jones made 
two fine saves in a scoreless 
first half. 

After 70 minutes, 
Hammersley made up for his 
earlier misdemeanour when he 
headed home a Warren Baker 
free kick, 

Counter then won the ball 
on the edge of the Eagles box, 
squared to Trevor Whiddett 
and the unmarked striker 
scored number two, 

Bulli coach Peter Beggs 
said he was concerned that his 
team have been missing good 
scoring opportunities recently. 

However, they came up 
with a very important win and 
they have now shot six points 
clear of Lysaghts with five 
games to play. 

Lysaghts came from a goal 
down at halftime to draw 1-1 
with Coniston at Kelly Park. 

John Simonovski headed 
the home team into the lead 
by Anthony Matthews got the 
equaliser. 

A goal from midfielder 
Tony Donovan allowed Dapto 
to consolidate their playoff 
hopes against Balgownie at 
Judy Masters Oval. 

It finished 1-0 but 
Balgownie made Dapto fight 
hard from the opening whistle. 

At Graham Park, bottom 
team West-Figtree held 
Northern United to 1-0 until 
five minutes from the end. 

Northern then knocked in 
three goals to win 4-0. 

Darren McCanee (own 


goal), Paul Hughes, Terry 
Dowd and Mick Ugarenko got 
the goals, 


eoove 


THERE will be a big crowd at 
Brandon Park tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) when the ISA 
stage their Bampton Cup 
semi-finals. 

For the first time, the two 
games will be played as a 
double-header on the same 
ground at 6.15. 

Coniston will meet 
Lysaghts while first division 
Kemblawarra will be after an 
upset against Wollongong 
Olympic in the late game. The 
Coniston-Lysaghts affair will 
be a replay of the league game 
between the two teams on 
Saturday, 


COoee 


ON the Ericsson Cup scene, 
Marconi defender Robert 
Stanton is keen to join 
Wollongong City for the 
start of the new season. 

Stanton trained with the 
Wolves four times last 
week. Wolves goalkeeper 
Brett Hughes is hoping to go 
to France to trial with a first 
division club, 

Gary van Egmond should 
return to Brandon Park 
although he is yet to come to 
terms with the club. 

Utility player Martin 
Bourke has surprisingly 
been left out of coach Nick 
Theodorakopoullos’ squad of 
18, 


Bourke is currently 
playing with premier league 
club Wollongong White 
Eagles. 


By GLENN DAVIS 


Bene City won its 
second XXXX League 
premiership title in three 
years after a dour 2-0 
struggle over Coalstars at 
Bundamba on Sunday. 

‘The victory left Brisbane 
City coach, Bobby Hamilton, 
convinced his side would 
complete the double in next 
month’s Grand Final, a feat 
the club failed to do two years 
ago when it lost the Grand 
Final 2-1 to Rochedale 
Rovers. 

After a scoreless first half, 
Brisbane City broke the 
deadlock to take a 
stranglehold on the title when 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 
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striker Royce Brownlie scored 
from an acute angle in the 
‘74th minute. 

Ironically, the goal came 
within seconds of a flash 
scored from the ground 
announcer which had its 

remiership rivals Taringa 

‘overs trailing 1-0 to wooden 
spooners Beenleigh. 

Substitute Mark Luburic 
sent the crowd into a frenzy 
when he sidefooted home a 
pass from fellow replacement 
Robert Kidd, one minute from 
normal time, to wrap up the 
title. 

At Chris Green Park, 
Taringa’s late season woes 
continued as they eventually 
went down 1-0 to Beenleigh 
while Brisbane Lions drew 1-1 
with Wynnum. 

Two weeks ago, Taringa 
and Brisbane Lions were both 
vying for premiership 
honours, but disastrous form 
slumps saw both sides slump 
to third and fourth on the 
ladder. 

‘The big improvers of the 
second round were Bundaberg 
Waves, who clinched second 
place with a thrilling 4-3 home 
win over Rochedale Rovers. 


BRISBANE CITY: 
XXXX CHAMPS 


The final round results 
mean history will occur next 
Sunday when Brisbane City 
take on Bundaberg in the 
major semi final in 
Bundaberg, following a bold 
move by the Queensland 
Soccer Federation to promote 
the XXXX League in country 
regions. 

The knockout semi-final 
between Taringa and Brisbane 
Lions will be played at Perry 
Park on Saturday night. 

Although the major semi- 
final is to be played in 
Bundagerg, it will not be at 
Bundaberg Waves’ home 
ground; it will be played at a 
neutral venue. 

The trip is sure to bring 
back horror memories for 
Hamilton and Brisbane City 
after they drew 1-1 in the first 
round match on Bundaberg’s 
home turf. 

‘That draw is still etched in 
Hamilton's memory, as it’s the 
only time Brisbane City failed 
to take full points from a 
match after scoring first. 

“There’s only been one 
game when we've scored first 
and we haven’t won, and that 
was in Bundaberg,” Hamilton 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


said, 

“Today’s game was never 
going to be easy and at times it 
was quite difficult, Coalstars 
didn’t play too bad overall.” 

Hamilton has the nucleus of 
the same team which won the 
premiership two years ago and 
believes they are a more 
mature outfit now. 

“Most of the boys that lost 
the grand final to Rochedale 
are still playing but they're 
more mature now,” he said. 

“They see the Grand Final 
as more of a challenge now 
than when they were there two 

ears agO. 

“T think it’s a mental thing 
to go on and win a Grand 
Final and the players really 
want it and I’ve a gut feeling 
they'll do it.” 


Soccer fostering 


Internet Home Page: http://www.actsf.org.au./ 


relations 


CT junior Soccer has 
had one of its biggest 
years on the 
international stage. The 
Kanga Cup traditionally 
brings visitors from outside 
the country, and this season 
was no exception with 
teams from New Zealand, 
the United States and Fiji 
coming to Canberra, 
Markham College of 
Lima, Peru, was also 
scheduled to play, but the 
Kanga Cup was staged 
outside Peru’s school 
holidays, and strict local 
tules meant it could not break 
the school term to compete. 
Soccer Canberra president 
Steve Doszpot said the 
Peruvians’ enthusiasm for an 


Australian tour was 
undiminished, so a special 
trip was arranged. 

Last week Markham 
played two matches at under- 
12 level, losing to 
Tuggeranong United 3-1 and 
Belnorth 3-0. The party also 
visited the Australian Institute 
of Sport and Parliament 
House, and was a guest at the 
Peruvian Embassy. 

Also in Canberra was an 
under-15 team from the 
national capital’s Japanese 
sister city of Nara. A 
highlight of the visit was a 
match against the ACT 
under-15 representative side, 
played for the Peace Cup. 

Games were also arranged 
against Belnorth and Marist. 


ACT Chief Minister Kate 
Carnell held an official 
reception for the visitors at 
the Legislative Assembly. 

The tour is the first Soccer 
link between the two cities, 
and a return visit is being 
planned next year, possibly t0 
coincide with the 
inauguration of Canberra Day 
in Nara, although a firm date 
for this is still under 
consideration. 

Overseeing the tour is the 
Canberra-Nara Sister City 
Committee, of which Doszpot 
is a member. Committee 
chairman Brian Jones said 
Soccer is an excellent vehicle 
for fostering the growing 
relationship between the two 
cities. 


DEAKIN GRASPING 
AT FINALS 


Bas United, 
crowned minor premier 
last week in a season when it 
led the ACT League from 
start to finish, had to wait 
until the 85th minute before 
squeezing past Canberra 
Deakin at Woden Park on 
Sunday. 

‘The only goal of the game 
came from a far post header 
by Lee _ Pietrukowski 
following a free kick, giving 
United a somewhat fortunate 
victory and ensuring Deakin’s 
uncertainties over a top-four 
place will extend until the last 
round of the competition next 
Sunday. 

It was by no means an 
‘overpowering performance by 
Belconnen in a game in which 
both sides where guilty of 
some quite fundamental 
errors; sloppy passing, 
hurried, directionless 
clearances and failure to take 
the right options. Deakin was 
just slightly the better in the 
first half and, the goal apart, 
the stronger finisher. 

Veteran Stan Dukic was a 
difficult opponent for United, 
and his wickedly in-swinging 
corner came as close as 
anything else to-a first-half 
goal, Steve Bakas having to 
move smartly to fist over the 
bar. 


Mladin Rogic forced 


another fine save from Bakas 
on the hour with a header 
directed at the base of the 
post. Five minutes later Paul 
Chalmers presented Barney 
Smith with his first real test, 
firing in a low, hard drive 
which the Deakin goalkeeper 
saved well. 

After _ Pietrukowski’s 
winner United remains 
unbeaten, having conceded 
just two score draws and a 
goal-less draw in 17 games, 

Coach Lino Fiorese said 
the result was creditable as his 
side was fielding four players 
with little or no first-grade 
experience. 

“Injuries and absences 
forced us to use Callum 
Braham, Craig Unwin, Scott 
Rolston and Geoff Howarth, 
and Geoff is the only one of 
them who’s had a first-team 
start this season,” he said. 
“They didn’t let us down and 
showed we are a very 
fortunate team when it comes 
to depth. 

“Having said that, we 
didn’t play well, but it is the 
sign of a good side that can 
have an off-day for whatever 
reason, and still get a result 
against an opponent of the 
quality of Deakin.” 


ooooe 
OLYMPIC continued its run 


to the finals with a 
comprehensive 3-0 defeat of 
Canberra City, writes Nick 
Guoth. 

The result eliminates City 
in the race for a play-off spot. 

‘Two soft goals in the first 
half settled the match. As 
early as the third minute an 
Olympic corner headed on by 
Andrew Young, was not 
cleared and George 
Ceferach gave his team the 

lead. 


Another corner after 20 
minutes was mishandled by 
City ‘keeper Dennis Langone, 
allowing Baz Giampalo to 
sneak in and double the score. 

‘The teams settled to some 
great football, but with no 
breakthrough until Victor 
Fernandez was on the end of a 
moye orchestrated by the 
Popovich bothers, Njegosh 
and Toplica, and fired in from 
20 minutes. 

City had its chances but 
just like last week, could not 
find the back of the net. 

Other issues settled this 
week: Weston Creek's 1-0 
win over Monaro assured it of 
a play-off appearance for the 
first time in its history, and in 
State League One, Capital 
City Suns are minor premiers, 
allowing them to seek 
promotion to the Premier 


Creek flowin 
over? 


" 


‘eston Creek may be on 

the move if proposals 
now being considered by the 
ACT Government are 
adopted. 

When money was set aside 
in the May Budget to build an 
all-weather athletics track in 
Canberra's southern suburbs, 
it was naturally assumed it 
would be at the Creek's 
Woden Park ground which 
has had a grass track for many 
years. 

However, last week a 
spokesperson for the 
Government said the 
upgrading of Woden Park is 
only one of several options. 

Another, and one that 
seems to be gaining currency, 
is to move the athletics field 
to the next door Phillip Oval, 
currently used for rugby 
union. 

‘The reasoning behind this 


is that Phillip already has a 
substantial covered 
grandstand. Woden Park has 
only open wooden seating. 
Major development, including 
the probable demolition of the 
present changing rooms, 
would be needed to build a 
reasonable spectator facility 
there. 

Tf the athletics field moves 
to Phillip Oval, the Creek will 
almost certainly go as well, as 
the Soccer pitch fits neatly 
inside a 400-metre track. 
Rugby could then take up 
residence at Woden Park. 

With the Southern Cross 
Club looking at building an 
18-hole pitch-and-putt course 
on nearby land at the rear of 
Canberra College, the area 
would become a multi-sport 
complex to rival that at 
Southwell Park on the 
Northside. 


‘Steve Lazzari: Member of 
Weston Creek, who 
could move playing 

locations. 


ACT Soccer Federation [2 


ACT Soccer Federation Sports House Maitland Street Hackett ACT 2602 Tel: 062480614 Fax: 062572958 (Ci 


— By GRAHAM COOKE 


HIGH 


RANKING IN 
SCHOOLS CUP 


K aleen H School 

ontinued its run in 
the Topper Bill Turner 
Cup with a 4-0 win over 
the Orange-based James 
Sheahan High at Giralang 
Oval. 

The win means Kaleen 
has turned in one of the best 
performances of an ACT 
state school in recent times, 
reviving memories of the 
Canberra High Turner Cup 
triumph 12 years ago. 

Kaleen, which was 


always in control, opened 
the scoring in the 13th 


Takis Arvanits: Hoping 
his team can win 
through. 


NOVELL ACT 


Premier League 
Sunday, August 17 — Round 18 


minute, Amied Shadmaan 
heading home. 

Then Mark Shields 
chased a through ball to set 
up Stephen Kemp who 
rounded the Orange 
goalkeeper, Mark Perizzolo, 
for his side’s second, 

An unfortunate 
misreading of the referee’s 
ruling denied James 
Sheahan a goal when Neill 
Smith struck an indirect free 
kick directly past Chris 
izzard into the net. 

Kemp added a third goal 
for Kaleen with a brilliant 
individual effort, and on the 
stroke of full-time gained 
his hat-trick from the 
penalty spot, 

The Canberra team has 
now reached the quarter 
final of the cup competition, 
where it faces Keira High, 
of Wollongong. 


ee ood 


OLYMPIC’S 


INCENTIVE 


CANBERRA OLYMPIC 
have to play off agdinst 
Edgeworth Eagles to take the 
one remaining undecided 
place in the NSW Waratah 
Cup Sixth Round. 


Olympic emerged as 
winners of the ACT section 
while Eagles are the 
NNSWSEF visitors. - 


The eventual winners of 
this game go into Group B 
with Marconi, Newcastle 
Breakers and Blacktown City. 


Queanbeyan City v Canberra Deakin 
Belconnen United v Canberra City .. 
University of Canberra v Weston Creek 


Olympic v 
Tuggeran 


jahlin Juventus . 
nited v HEMET 6 


ERVES 1PM. FIRSTS 3PM. 


Belconnen United 
Cooma v Capi 
White Eagles 
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NORTH GEELONG 
ALTONA REDS | 


s 

By Milan Ninovic 
entleigh Greens have gained 
he double chance going into = 

next weeks finals series after a 2- © 

1 away win against Springvale 

White Eagles. 

Midfielder Ike Alagiozidis scored 
both goals for the Greens and is 
starting to run into some ominous 
form in time for the finals. 

Alagiozidis’ first goal arrived in the 
32nd minute when he pounced onto 
a rebound to score as Juan Nilo had 
his shot 
blocked by 
Robert Brian. 

Danny Gnjidic equalised for 
Springvale in the 39th minute after 
he was set up by Nik Kovacevic. 

Bentleigh’s winner came via the 
penalty spot when Predrag 
Mladenovic fouled Gerry McDonagh. 
Alagiozidis comfortably converted 
the spot kick. 


Brian, R. 
Miinar, Kitanovski, 
Calomino, Nikolic, 
Burlak, Rikanovic, 
Miadenovic, : 
Kovacevic, Gnjidic. 


Greens: Kourtis, 
Drakos, Kotsovolos 
(Micheil - Rossios), 
McDonagh, Crivari, 
Theoharous, -~ 
Kalimeris, Van 
Egmond, 
Charalambous 


Alagiozidis, Nilo. 
Referee: J.Blaney 
Votes: 5- Alagiozidis 
(BG), 2- Mladenovic 
(SWE), 1- Van 
Egmond (BQ) 


Rr ES<92-RvV® 


By Roy Hay 


in what were very curious circumstances North Geelong 

lost its final match in the 1997 Premier League to 
minor premiers Altona Magic by eleven goals to nil. 

North had one of its largest crowds of the season, but 
fielded a much understrength team including Ivan and Steve 
Cicak, Mark Alic and Josip Vodopovic, all youngsters making 
their debuts at this level. 

It was one way traffic as North struggled to get the ball over 
the half way line and the Magic was ahead inside two minutes 


ee Lataes turned inside the penalty area and fired Aen el k 4 
Zoran Petrevski headed the second from a comer kick in (Bogoevski), "= 
Jolevski, Mi igs 


26 minutes, then Sash Becvinovski scored the first of his 
four goals. 


Markovski, Rusmir 
Becvinovski could have six goals but he unselfishly set up “ae 


(Todevski), 


Nick Georgopoulos for the next, then George Jolevski added Ss : ae 
two. aa 
Kutlesovski was next after a solo run across the area to Pua sovehy i 


leave the score at 7-0 at the interval. 

Becvinovski scored the next, then had his shot deflected in 
by Steve Tillinger and he then rounded off the scoring with a 
free header and then a penalty. 


Referee: P.Mur 
Votes:5- | 


Becvinovski (AM), 2- | 
dolevski (AM), 1+ 
Kutiesovski (AM) | 


IL 


"GREEN GULLY 
i BESTON ssssiies 


“PORT MELBOURNE | 
HEIDELBERG 


Pere tet STR vs Fe ne 


By John Rigas 
Gu: Gully Cavaliers had 
‘their hands full against 
Preston Lions in an exciting 
contest at Green Gully 
Reserve on Sunday, 
Preston's Julian Ivanov had 
his powerful strike cleared off 
the goal line by Steve Douglas 
in the 2nd minute. 


Spiteri, Sean 
Douglas, Waddell, 
Brown, Armstrong, 
Steve Douglas, 
Suric (Cimino), 
Neceski (Cuzzupe), 
Genovesi (Stafrace), 


The Lions dominated the Babic. 
opening fifteen minutes, putting the Gully defence under 
extreme pressure. 

Genovesi then took control for the Cavaliers having his 
shots on goal expertly saved by Lupce Acevski. 

Striker Viad Babic scored the winner in the 34th minute as | Stavrevski, Tasevski 


ons i: 
lavevski, Drogriski, 
Lisolajski, 


he rocketed his shot past 
Acevski. 

Goalkeepers Acevski and Vella 
were both outstanding at 
opposite ends of the ground. 

Preston’s failure to win means ee: C,Graser 
they will face Bulleen in next Votes: 3- Acevski 
weeks Elimination Final whilst the | (PL), 2- Vella (GQ), 
Cavaliers will play Bentleigh in 1- Genovesi (GQ) 
the Qualifying Final. ia 


(Talevski), 
Bizimovski, Burlak 
(Fillposki), 
Emsovski, Ivanov, 
Done 


P SUNSHINE GEORGIES i i (i‘_™SOSCS 
BULLEEN 
By Duy Tale 


Georgies: Wi 
ulleen Inter Kings missed the opportunity ogre a | (Calleja), Byme, De 
\double chance position on the ladder after being 

thrashed 5-0 by Sunshine Georgies on Sunday. 

It looked as if the Georgies were the ones playing for 
something as they totally outclassed the Kings with ace 
striker Sash Markovski helping himself to a hat trick. 

Markovski had to take a back seat to Arthur Tsirtsakis in 
the first half though, as Tsirtsakis scored twice. 

His first came in the 27th minute when he headed in an 
llija Dragicevic corner. 

‘The same duo combined for a second on the stroke of half 
ti 


ime, 

The Markovski show began in the 51st minute when he 
collected a pass from Michael Branov before unleashing an 
unstoppable shot into Sean Keogh’s bottom corer, 

There was an element of luck about Markovski’s second. 
He turned Bill Tsiakos but seemed to lose the race to the 
ball with Keogh. 

Keogh let the ball slip under him and Markovski ran on to 
score his easiest goal of the season, 

Markovski notched his treble in the 78th minute when he 
stabbed home in a goalmouth scramble following 
Dragicevic’s comer. 


i : 
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By George Koukeris 


Sharks: Frangos, 
riou, Dimi 
Pt Melbourne proclaimed superiority over Kyrlakopoulos 
Heidelberg United, winning 7-2 as the 1997 curtain | (Jackson), 9 
fell down for these two sides. Latinopoulos, Vi i 
In the 20th minute, Heidelberg’s Jeff Stefanidis’ brilliant | Pappas, mason 
header dampened the home teams expectations. Tsaltas, Efstathiou 
If Heidelberg’s fans were considering a win, the Sharks (Strapelias),. i 
convincingly destroyed that thought as they bagged four Papadopoulos 
goals in 16 minutes, | (Livanopoulos). | 
Nick Tsaltas scored the first in the 22nd minute. Four sah ‘ 
minutes later John Pappas added a second followed by United: Clarke, 


another goal for Tsaltas in the 30th minute and then 
defender Con Argyriou finished off the scoring for the first 
half. 

The Sharks demolished the Bergers with three more goals 
in a 12 minute spell in the second half. f 

Tsaltas completed his hat trick in the 48th minute, 
scored his fourth in the 50th minute and then claimed a 
fifth six minutes later. 

Heidelberg managed to save a little bit of face when 
George Svigos scored direct from a corner kick on the 
hour. 

Surprisingly, after nine goals in an hour, the final half 
hour failed to produce any at all. 


7 Scott, 


anos ia 
i = 8), Anastasiou, 
Sherifovski,) 
Stefanidis, Medjedovic 


(Pai fp 
N-Zachiriadis 


Hat Aeatehy Diet — Mey 9" 
Premier League Rd 26 


A 7 
Amt z 
DIVISION ONE — ROUND 21 
Lalor United 0 - South Dandenong 1 
Doncaster Rovers 0 - Western Suburbs 1 
Broadmeadows City 0 - Westgate 3 
Richmond 3 - Maroondah Arrows 0 
Westvale 5 - Kingston City 1 
Springvale City 2 - Moorabbin City 4 
Werribee City 4 - Northcote City 4 
Table— South Dandenong 52, Westvale 49, Moorabbin City 49, Western Suburbs 44, 
Richmond 42, Kingston City 34, Werribee City 28, Springvale City 27, Lalor United 23, 
Northcote City 20, Doncaster Rovers 18; Westgate 17, Maroondah Arrows 12, 
Broadmeadows City 10. 


DIVISION TWO — ROUND 21 
Altona City 5 - Bell Park 4 
Regent Bullla 0 - Yarraville/Glen Eira 2 
Frankston Pines 0 - Knox City 2 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 2 - East Richmond 1 
Altona East 1 - Frankston Strikers 0 
Mooroolbark 0 - Oakleigh 4 
Ringwood City 1 - Old Scotch Waverley 2 
Table— Ringwood City 47, Altona East 46, Oakleigh 44, Frankston Strikers 40, 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 34, Altona City 30, Knox City 28, Mooroolbark 27, Essendon 
Bruns. Royals 27, Regent Bulla 26, Old Scotch Waverley 21, East Richmond 19, 
Frankston Pines 15, Bell Park 8. 


DIVISION THREE — ROUND 21 
Cranbourne 3 - South Werribee 1 
North Coburg United 2 - Chelsea 4 
South Caulfield 0 - Keilor Park 4 
Banyule City 1 - Diamond Valley United 1 
Nunawading City 0 - South Springvale 3 
Geelong 1 - Pascoe Vale 3 
Fitzroy City 0 - Melbourne City 2 
Table— Cranbourne 46, South Springvale 42, Chelsea 39, Melbourne City 37, Geelong 
33, Kellor Park 27, Pascoe Vale 25, North Coburg United 23, Banyule City 23, 
Diamond Valley United 22, South Werribee 22, Fitzroy City 22, South Caulfield 21, 
Nunawading City 5. 


DIVISION FOUR — ROUND 21 
Keysborough 4 - Geelong Rangers 1 
Stonnington City 2 - Clifton Hill United 4 
Langwarrin 6 - Monbulk 0 
Seaford United 1 - Sandringham City 0 
Moreland City 2 - Sunbury United 3 
Corio 4 - Williamstown 3 
Sunshine Heights 4 - Lalor 1 
Table — Stonnington City 48, Keysborough 45, Langwarrin 42, Sunshine Heights 38, 
Williamstown 34, Sandringham City 34, Clifton Hill United 30, Sunbury United 29, 
Moreland City 28, Geelong Rangers ci ate 19, Seaford United 18, Lalor 15, 
Monbulk 4, 


PROVISIONAL 


DIVISION ONE — ROUND 20 
Mitcham United 0 - South Wantirna 2 
Knox Park 2 - Ballarat 4 
Endeavour United 5 - Croxton Park 0 
North Sunshine Eagles 0 - Melton 1 
Brandon Park 2 - Springvale Condors 2 
Lyndale United 0 - Glenroy 1 
Doveton 0 - Sunshine Blues 4 
Table— South Wantirna 49, Melton 49, Croxton Park 43, Knox Park 41, Lyndale 
United 36, North Sunshine Eagles 29, Endeavour United 26, Sunshine Blues 24, 
Springvale Condors 22, Glenroy 20, Baneon Fak 20, Mitcham United 17, Ballarat 11, 
veton 1, 


DIVISION TWO 
No games scheduled this week 


Table— Sydenham Park 34, Riversdale 33, South Yarra 30, Templestowe Eagles 29, 
Keon Park 28, Brunswick City 23, Hoppers Crossing 19, Berwick City 12, Braeside 
United 10, Waverley Wanderers 10, Meadow Park 10. 


DIVISION THREE — METRO 
No games scheduled this week 


Table— Newborough/Yallourn 38, Morwell Pegasus 35, Uni. of Melb. Blues 27, 
Dandenong 26, Melbourne University 21, Ashburton 20, Monash University 19, 
Camberwell Grammar 16, Elwood City 12, Ringwood Rovers 12, Keilor United 10. 


DIVISION THREE — NTH/WEST 
No games scheduled this week 


Table— Broadmeadows United 36, Darebin United 35, Latrobe University 34, 
Brimbank 32, Somerton City 32, Northern United 25, Mill Park 21, North Reservoir 
18, Watsonia Heights 17, North Glenroy 16, Whittlesea United 5, West Preston 4, 


Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Cav 
Preston Lions 
Bulleen Inter Kings 
Springvale W.E. 

St Albans Saints 
Sunshine Georgies 
Heidelberg United 
Port Melbourne Sh. 
Thomastown Zebras 
Fawkner Blues 

Nth Geelong Warr. 
Melton Reds 


25 — S.Markovski (Sunshine Georgies) 

22 — Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

16 — Van Egmond (Bentleigh Greens) 
Nilo (Bentleigh Greens) (5 goals for 
Sunshine Georgies) 

14 — Gnijidic Sails White Eagles) 
Alagiozidis (Bentleigh Greens) 
Tsaltas (Port Melbourne Sharks) 

13 —  |.Colina (st Albans Saints) 

KSimsek (Melton Reds) 


Pascoe vale SPORTSCENE 


Van Egmond (Bentleigh Greens) 
Jolevski (Altona Magic) 

Mladenovic (Springvale White Eagles) 
Filiposki (Preston Lions) 

|.Colina (St Albans Saints) 

Nilo (Bentleigh Greens) 

Svigos (Heidelberg United) 


Saturday August 16 
Kingston City v Richmond 
Maroondah Arrows v Broadmeadows City 
Westgate v Doncaster Rovers 
Western Suburbs v Lalor United 
Northcote City v Springvale City 
Moorabbin City v Westvale 
South Dandenong v Werribee City 


DIVISION 2 ROUND 22 
Saturday August 16 
Frankston Strikers v Essendon Bruns. Royals 
East Richmond v Frankston Pines 
Knox City v Regent Bulla 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Altona City 
Old Scotch Waverley v Mooroolbark 
Oakleigh v Altona East 
Bell Park v Ringwood City 


DIVISION 2 ROUND 22 
Saturday August 16 
South Springvale v Banyule City 
Diamond Valley United v South Caulfield 
Keilor Park v North Coburg United 
Chelsea v Cranbourne 
Melbourne City v Geelong 
Pascoe Vale v Nunawading City 
South Werribee v Fitzroy City 


DIVISION 4 ROUND 22 
Saturday August 16 
Sunbury United v Seaford United 
Sandringham City v Langwarrin 
Monbulk v Stonnington City 
Clifton Hill United v Keysborough 
Lalor v Corio 
Williamstown v Moreland City 
Geelong Rangers v Sunshine Heights 


PROVISIONAL DIVISION 1 
ROUND 21 
Saturday August 16 
Doveton v Endeavour United 

Croxton Park v Knox Park 

Ballarat v Mitcham United 

South Wantirna v Lyndale United 
Glenroy v Brandon Park 
Springvale Condors v North Sunshine Eagles 

Sunshine Blues v Melton 


DIVISION 2 ROUND 18 


Saturday August 16 
Keon Park v Riversdale 
Hoppers Crossing v Berwick City 
Brunswick City v Braeside United 
Meadow Park v Sydenham Park 
South Yarra v Templestowe Eagles 


DIVISION 3 Metro 
ROUND 18 


Saturday August 16 
Newborugh/Yallourn v Morwell Pegasus 
Kellor United v Uni, of Melb, Blues 
Camberwell Grammar v Ashburton 
Melbourne University v Elwood City 
Dandenong v Ringwood Rovers 
Monash University - bye 


DIVISION 3 Nth/West 
ROUND 18 
Sunday August 17 
Norther United v Broadmeadows United 

North Reservoir v Watsonia Heights 
North Glenroy v Latrobe University 
West Preston v Whittlesea United 

Somerton City v Brimbank 

Mill Park v Darebin United 


DIVISION 3 Nth/East 
ROUND 138 
Sunday August 17 
Noble Park v Collingwood City 
Ivanhoe United v Dingley City 
Flemington Falcons v East Kew 
‘Thornbury United v Parkmore 
Endeavour Hills v Monash City 


HEALTHY DIET) % Fawkner Blues 1 (Di Sauro) — Thomastown Zebras 1 (Bichler) = Green Gully Cavaliers 1 (Babic) — Preston Lions 0 = 
- EE + Port Melbourne Sharks 7 (Tsaltas 5, Pappas, Argyriou) — Heidelberg United 2 (Stefanidis, Svigos) - 
Proudly sponsret parece St Albans Saints 7 (Jolic, Kirishian, S.Rados, Karl 2, |.Colina 2) — Melton Reds 1 (T.Simsek) = Faraone 
by VicHoalth Sunshine Georgies 5 (Tsirtsakis 2, Markovski 3) - Bulleen Inter Kings 0 Pe at, 


2, Petrevski, Georgopoulos, og) « 


Round 26 Results: - springvale white Eagles 4 (Gniidic) — Bentleigh Greens 2 (Alagiozidis 2) - North 
Geelong Warriors 0 — Altona Magic 11 (Becvinovski 4, Kutlesovski 2, Jolevski 
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Victoria Premier 


By Duyght Tutnel 
ALTONA MAGIC 


Previous finals: 1994, 1995, 1996 
Championships: 1995, 1996 
Leading score : Sash Becvinovski 
Biggest win: v Fawkner 7-2 (a) 
Biggest defeat: v Bentleigh 0-3 (a) 
Finals squad: Darren McGrath, Tom 
Markovski, George Jolevski, Dean 
Fak, Robert Runje, Zdravko 
Atanasovski, Zoran Cvetkovski, 
Simon Micevski, Danny Madarovski, 
Savva Rusmir, Nick Georgopoulos, 
Sash Becvinovski, Ice Kutlesovski, 
Zoran Petrevski, Milco Bogoevski, 
Pece Siveski, Steven Bogdanovski, 
Deni Neskovski, 
Resnss champions Altona go 

into the finals series as the 
favourites to take their third 
successive crown. 

Coach lan Dobson is an 
experienced finals campaigner and 
he knows what it takes to win a 
Grand Final having taken Altona and 
Melbourne Knights to victory at that 
stage before. 

The Magic have lost just three 
times this season and boast the 
meanest defence in the league and 
in Darren McGrath, they have one of 
the competitions best ‘keepers. 

Leading scorer Sash Becvinovski 
partners Ice Kutlesovski up front in 
an exciting attacking combination. 

Players to watch : Becvinovski, 
Jolevski, Fak and Madarovski. 

ABSW says: It’s hard to see 
anyone knocking off the current 
champions. The most complete 
team in the league will win their 
third straight title. 


Cit ey 
H | 


BENTLEIGH 
GREENS 


Previous finals: 1996 
Championships: none 
Leading scorers: Nick Van Egmond 
& Juan Nilo 
Biggest win: v Nth Geelong 10-0 (h) 

st defeat: v Green Gully 1-4 (a) 
jals squad: Jim Kourtis, Stelios 
Drakos, Harry Micheil, Mario Crivari, 
Gerry McDonagh, Theo 
Constantinou, Andrew Theoharous, 
George Kalimeris, Nick Rossios, Nick 
Van Egmond, John Papettas, Andrew 
Charalambous, Jim Kotsovolos, 
Juan Nilo, Dale White, Ike 
Alagiozidis, Stefan Oter, Omar 
Bradford. 


4 ie most exciting team in the 
league, Bentleigh Greens have 
a penchant for notching high 
scorelines. 

They have limitless scoring 
potential in the likes of Juan Nilo, 
Dale White, Ike Alagiozidis and Nick 
Van Egmond. 

Pascoe Vale Sportscene/ABSW 
Player Of The Year Van Egmond, has 
been easily the best player this 
season, a theory enhanced by his 16 
goals out of midfield. 

if there is a problem with 
Bentleigh’s all out attack style, it is 
perhaps that they concede too many 
goals, 

Players to watch : Van Egmond, 
Alagiozidis, Nilo and Micheil. 

ABSW says: Bentleigh will show 
no respect to other sides in the 
finals. They will score goals and be 


the most exciting team to watch, but 
they may be found out by a team 
with a strong defence. 


BULLEEN 
INTER KINGS 


Previous finals: 1992, 1995, 1994, 
1995 (as Bulleen Lions) 
Championships: 1993 

Leading scorer: Eric Hollingsworth 

Biggest win: vy Melton 4-1 (a) 
Biggest defea : v Fawkner 2-4 (a) 
Finals squad: Sean Keogh, Robert 
‘Stojcesvki, Frank Valentic, Blagoja 

Kuleski, Bill Tsiakos, Michael 
Mazzini, Dean Tartaglia, Anthony 

Grbac, Robert Krajacic, Damian 

Guglielmi, Robert Liparoti, Damon 
Collina, Mark Bresciano, Eric 

Hollingsworth, Gerry McAleer, 

Damian Everetts, Anthony Barbieri, 
Anton Cizmadija. 


Buse have tons of experience 
nd have made the finals 
every season on all but one 
occasion. 

The merger between Bulleen and 
Box Hill put together a more than 
handy squad, even if they haven't 
performed at their best during the 
year. 

Coach Bogdan Bonk, since taking 
over, has had the team looking a lot 
better than what it did. 

A tough defence and a strikerforce 
of Eric Hollingsworth and the 
recently added Mark Bresciano make 
the Kings one of the teams to watch. 

Players to watch : Hollingsworth, 
Bresciano, Keogh and Grbac 

ABSW says: Inconsistency has 


been the Kings big fault this season. impression, drai 
Experience is the key to this Bulleen 
side that might go a lot further that 
people think. 


GREEN GULLY 


CAVALIERS 


Previous finals: 1992, 1996 
Championships: 1981, 1982, 1985 
Leading scorer: Daniel Genovesi & 

Vlad Babic 
Biggest win: v Melton 4-0 (a) 
Biggest defeat: v Bulleen 1-2 (h) 
squad: Chris Vella, Peter 
Spiteri, Sean Douglas, Jani Suric, 
John Waddell, Steve Douglas, 
Cameron Brown, Adam Cimino, 
Adrian Cuzzupe, Pece Stojcevski, 
Lachlan Armstrong, Tony Neceski, 
Daniel Genovesi, Viad Babic, Dean 
Stafrace, John Kindtner, Paul 
Parreira, Anthony Calandrella, 


fo one could touch Green Gully 

n the early rounds of the 
competition, but going into the 
finals, the Cavaliers look a 
shadow of their former selves. 

A terrible run in the latter half of 
the year saw them go from being 
Minor Premiership certainties to 
question marks on whether they will 
actually make the finals. 

Another side who doesn’t lose 
that often, and doesn’t concede too 
many goals either. 

Would have finished first but drew 
games that should have been won. 

Players to watch : Waddell, Steve 
Douglas, Babic and Genovesi 

ABSW says: Gully will need to 
sharpen up if they are to make an 
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enough for the finals. 


NNSW.NBN League 
FIRSTS 


Wallsend Red Devils 4 
T Stags 


South Cardiff Gunners 52, Lam! 
Beresfield United 34, Thomton Park 33, Dudley - 
Redhead United 29, West Wallsend Bluebells 28, 
Budgewoi Budgies 25, Pasminco Roosters 22, 

Singleton Strikers 15, Manning Mustangs 43, Stockton 
‘Sharks 12, Tingira Eagles 4. 


will not be good 


PRESTON 
LIONS 


Previous finals: 1994 


Cham ips: 1980, 1994 
Lea scorer: Zlatko Donev 
Biggest win: v Melton 7-0 (h) 
Biggest defeat: v Sunshine 0-6 (a) 
Finals squad: Lupce Acevski, Sasho 
Slavevski, Zoran Drogriski, Billy 
Stavrevski, Zoran Bizimovski, Danny 
Lisolajski, Ivan Filiposki, Chris 
Emsovski, Jullan Ivanov, Nick 
Radecki, Zlatko Donev, Tome 
Tasevski, Trajce Dimovski, Anthony 
Chiodo, Sasa Ognenovski, Tony 
Ujgunovski, Michael Burlak, Robert 
Petrovski. 


| Gel turnaround from 
lub who won the champ- 
jonship in 1994, was then 
relegated the following season. 

Preston have kept most of the 
same squad that won the first 
division championship last year. 

Two important additions to that 
squad have been Ivan Filiposki and 
Nick Radecki. 

Radecki has scored plenty of goals 
since arriving from Green Gully and 
Filiposki has been one of the 
leagues stand out players in midfield 
for the Lions. 

Players to watch : Filiposki, 
Radecki, Emsovski and Donev 

ABSW says: Preston have done 
extremely well to get to the play-offs 
and fully deserve their spot. Only a 
lack of depth might find them out. 
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The Matildas ex- 
perienced a dramatic 
start to their European 
Tour with coach, Greg 
Brown, falling victim to 
injury and in need of 
surgery. 

Stretching out for their first 
training session of the tour, in 
Stockholm, Brown was 
demonstrating his exercise 
drill when he felt a sharp pain 
as he was taking off for a 


sprint, and thought someone 
had kicked him. The pain was 
in fact his Achilles tendon 
snapping. 

With Stockholm only a 
transit stop before flying on to 
the northern regional match 
yenue of Ostersund, Brown 
was a little worried about the 
quality of care in a smaller 
hospital. The Swedish team 
doctor assisted with the 
surgical arrangements, and 


BROWN FLOORED IN 
TRAINING MISHAP 


Brown was assured that 
Ostersund was the best place 
to undergo the knife. Located 
at the foot of the alps, the 
local surgeons regularly mend 
this type of injury, because it 
is common amongst skiers. 

The former Socceroo 
lamented that this was his 
worst footballing injury, but 
was confident preparations for 
the crucial tour opener would 
not be hindered. 


“My assistants Conni 
Selby and Kevin McCormacl 
will run the session and g 
through the set pieces. The 


was to be prepared for any 
situation.” 

He had his operation tw 
days later, before bein; 


Sweden. 


Aussies experiment 
against Renova 


gainst their only club 

opponent on the 
European Tour, Australia 
took the opportunity to try 
out some new players last 
Friday, ending up with a 2-2 
draw against top-ranked 
Hungarian side Renova 
Budapest, 

Australia dominated the 
match at the Spartacus Sports 
Club in Budapest, but an early 
lapse resulted in Renova 
opening the scoring in the 
tenth minute, Hungarian 
international, Silvia Rufi, 
broke clear for a clean strike 
on goal past keeper Amanda 
Paterson. 

‘The goal prompted the 
visitors back into action, and 
they struck back a minute — 
Lisa Casagrande comfortably 
controlled an Anissa Tann- 
Darby free-kick and flicked 
the ball home past Hungary's 
number one custodian, Ine 
Bauer, 

Tt was not until the 63rd 
minute when the deadlock 
was again broken, Australia 
this time taking the lead, Julie 
Murray scored her second 
goal for the tour, smacking 
the bull past substitute keeper 
Eva Banjai to finish off some 
tidy build-up play. 

Brown took advantage of 
the flexibility allowed by the 
pre-arranged interchange 
substitutions, and 
experimented with a variety 
of combinations. But the 
regularly changing lineup saw 
‘Australia squander a handful 
of scoring opportunities, 
including a penalty. 

With two minutes 
remaining, Renova Budapest 
forced a draw with 


international striker Aranka 


haaitig her shot beyond the 
reach of the outstretched 
Paterson, 

Brown noted that “This 
match gave us a good look at 
six of Hungary’s senior 
players, Not having any 
knowledge about Hungary 
before we arrived, I am glad 
to have played this match, 
This experimental match 
came at a good part of the 
tour for us. The next three 
games are crucial. Maybe 
later in the tour we can 
experiment on this scale 
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Renova 
Budapest 


Ine Bauer, B 
Bukovnkine, Tunde 
Vlodika, Monive 
Gaosfalvi, Silvia Ruff, 
Lyengy Sebes, Andrea 
Deak, Judit Toth, Kata 
Mester, Tunde Horvath, 
Aranka Paravann. 
Interchange: Gabriella 
Kovesi, Agros Barfy, 
Eva Banjai. 


Australia: 


Paterson, Gegenhuber, 
Bartlett, Starr, Tann- 
Darby, Thornton, 
Murray, Duus, 
Wainwright, Ferguson, 
Casagrande. 
Interchange: Cooper, 
Black, Revell, Moore, 
Kitching. 


isty Moore and Alicia 
Ferguson played well in their 
first time away with the senior 
squad, both playing their 
natural games and not being 
afraid to run at defenders,” he 
added. 

“The interchange rule gave 
us the capacity to rest our 
senior players which will 
leave them fresh for Sunday's 
international match. I am very 
confident of a positive result.” 


NETHERLANDS 
WILL BE TOUGH 


‘he Aussies next match is 

against The Netherlands 
this Thursday night. This 
clash will be a tough test as 
this is their first ever 
meeting (the Dutch finished 
bottom of the European 
Group Two behind Russia, 
France and Iceland, but _ off. 
won their play-off in 
September last year against 
the Czech Republic to retain 
their Top 16 status). 

During 1997, Holland have 
shown good improvement, 
pulling off some impressive 
results against big-name 


following day. Then 


against Sweden, it is vital th 


these lesser ranked teams 
danger. 


message going into the tour 


discharged at lunch time, just 
hours before Australia’s first- 
up match against giants 


teams, Two months ago, in 
the space of a week, they 
went down 2-1 against Brazil, 
before recording a 1-0 victory 
over the South Americans the 


significant 0-0 draw against 
favoured Sweden to top it all 


Following Australia’s win 


touring team builds and 
consolidates on that result. 
The remaining matches will 
be provide a real gauge, with 


ustralia opened its 
European Tour in fine 
fashion with a magnificent 
1-0 victory over world 
superpower Sweden last 


ic | Wednesday night in 
k | Ostersund. 

o | The win has been 
| described as _ possibly 


Australia’s best ever result, 
y | certainly a significant 

performance on a world scale, 
‘o | and the highest ranked nation 
g | the Aussies have defeated 
(Sweden recent semi-finalists 
in the European 
Championship and sixth in 
the Olympics), 

The underdogs outplayed 
the home side, and certainly 
turned the tables from the 
Aussies” last clash against 
Sweden back in 1995, when 
they were on the wrong end 
of a 5-0 scoreline, This 
demonstrates the rate of 
improvement that comes with 
more and more experience 
and professionalism. 

Australia cast reputations 
aside and made a confident 
start fo the match, going on to 
dominate possession for the 
first thirty minutes. 

Then the home side almost 
snatched the lead. Australia 
was given a scare when 
midfielder Alison Forman 
was attempting to clear a 
dangerous cross from 
Sweden's right flank, Her 
header smacked against the 
crossbar and thankfully flew 
‘over to Safety, much to the 
disappointment of the home 


a 


ie 


a 


crowd, 


AUSTRALIA IN EUROPE i 
No. a Age Caps/Goals 
2 9/0 


Sharon Black 
Kim Revell 


Alicia Ferguson 
Kristy Moore 


But the visitors regained 
their composure, sticking to 
the task at hand in search of a 
goal. Australia’s number one, 
Belinda Kitching, cleared a 
stray ball from ten metres 
outside her box, catching the 
Swedish defence flat-footed. 
On the run, attacker Lisa 
Casagrande collecting the ball 
and continued on towards 
goal, but was closed down 


reach Finals 


lhe NSW Women’s 
State League this 
weekend kicks off its 
finals series over the 
three grades. 


‘The top four teams in each 
division were decided going 
into the last round on Sunday, 
although final positions within 
those four were still up for 
grabs. Preparing for the semis 
in Division One, First Grade 
are clear minor premiers, 


The WSL finals 
schedule Is: ” 


Sunday 17 August 
SEMI-FINALS 


40.30am - 3.009m 
Sunday 24 August 
PRELIMINARY. FINALS 
Popondetta Park 
14.00am - 3.00pm 
Saturday 30 est 
GRAND FINALS 
Melita Stadium 
14.00am - 3.00pm 


followed by NSW Institute of 
Sport along with Sydney 
pee Marconi and NNSW 


Reed Grade, NSW 
Jets also won through as 
minor premiers ahead of 
Sutherland Shite, Marconi and 


Sydney United. September 

Fighting it out in Division | WARATAH SHIELD 
Two will be St George GRAND FINAL ie 
Association, Shoalhaven Valentine Sports a 


Association, Bathurst City and 
Roselands. 


Park — 7.30pm 
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AUSSIES TRIUMPH 
OVER SWEDES 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


and denied a clean strike, 
‘The move prompted three 
successive Australian corners, 
with the Swedes relieved to 
hear the half-time whistle, 
saving them from the intense 
pressure. 

Australia were finally 
rewarded for their 
commanding display in the 
59th minute, Defender Sonia 
Gegenhuber, in her first game 
as captain, set up the chance, 
releasing a perfectly timed 
through ball to split Sweden's 
backline. There to convert 
what was to become the 
winning goal was Julie 
Murray, celebrating her first 
international appearance in 
two years. She took two 
touches around her defender 
before slamming the ball 
cleaning past Ulrika 
Karlssom, 

The Aussies were not 
about to let the lead slip from 
their grasp and continued to 
combine solidly as one unit, 
defending doggedly for the 
remainder to frustrate Sweden 
from playing their usually 
well-structured attacking 
game, 

The home side was able 
to threaten on the odd 
occasion, but could only 
manage to force keeper 
Belinda Kitching into some 
fine saves. A last ditch 
attempt at an equaliser in 
the dying minutes saw 
Lundgyist’s powerful drive 


Australia: 


Kitching, Tann-Darby, 
Gegenhuber (Bartlett 
60), Swaffer, Taylor, 
Casagrande (Thornton 
65), Cooper (Duus 55), 
Forman, Black 
(Wainwright 80), Revell, 
Murray (Moore 70). 


stopped at full stretch by 
Kitching, before ricocheting 
against the upright and 
cleared by the Aussie 
defence. 

Australia hung on for the 
last two minutes before 
joyously celebrating the 
huge win. 

At the press conference 
Brown stated, “To get a 
result against Sweden, you 
have to have the whole team 
playing well, Sharon Black 
had her best game for 
Australia and our back four 
were magnificent, 

“This is a great start. We 
have already achieved one 
of our goals for this tour — 
lo prove we are as good as 
the best teams in the world. 
The exciting thing is that 
there is still a lot of room 
for improvement and we 
still intend to improve 
throughout the tour.” 

Sweden's Coach Marika 
Domanski Lyfors said she 
had been expecting a very 
difficult match. “Australia’s 
played very even “matches 
against China and the USA’ 
last year, but our players 
and coaches were hoping to 
win, This result will bring 
us back down to earth after 
finishing in the top four of 
the European Championship 
last month, and before 
commencing our World Cup 
qualifiers against Iceland 
next month,” 


Julie Murray: Scored the vital and only goal for Australia. 


EAGLES TO 


Australian S 


STOP RAIDERS 


ound 20 of the 
Smokefree 
Premier League is 


shaping up to be one of 
the best yet with four 
premiership hopefuls 
facing each other with the 
finals only a fortnight 
away, 

The match of the round is 
at Camden Reserve when 
second placed WT Birkalla 
host top guns the Raiders, The 
Raiders hold a slight edge 
with a 4-3 victory recorded in 
round 6 and a 0-0 draw in 
round 13, 

This match will be all or 
nothing, as each side will be 
ut to prove that they will start 
the finals campaign as 
favourites. Coach Alby Kidd 
will treat this encounter like 
any other and will put his best 
ayailable eleven on the park to 
combat the Eagles. 

Billy Karapetis’ 
contribution this season to the 
two electrifying front runners 
of Luis Rodriguez and Tony 
Reeves has been outstanding, 
with goals galore coming from 
the combination. 

Birkalla have matured to 
take the title challenge 
seriously with Mark Donk's 
welcome return to form like a 
breath of fresh air. Frank Sergi 
Sitting just behind the twin 
strikers of Jason Trimboli and 
Sam Barbaro will be asked to 
provide another option when 
the Eagles move forward. 

Their coach Charley Villani 
has realistic expectations from 
his young side, and a victory 
recorded against the Raiders 
will hold them in good stead 
come finals time. 

Adey Reserve is the venue 
when Adelaide Blue Eagles 
host Campbelltown Red 
Devils in the eastern derby, 
‘The result has added interest 
as there is $1,000 cash, kindly 
donated by Living Health, 
available to the victors, 

Campbelltown Red Devils 


SOUTH A 


walloped Blue Eagles 4-1 in 
round 13 and they seldom 
receive a hiding from any side 
twice in a row. Although way 
below full strength the Blue 
Eagles are good enough and 
clever enough to know that 
anything less than a victory 
will see their hopes for 
championship number four in 
a row diminish rapidly, 

Player coach Zoran 
Karadzic has played himself 
into brilliant form and along 
with Michael Berlingeri the 
Red Devils will have to be on 
their toes to stop the supply. 

Young Jack Mantzarapis 
has emerged as one of the 
Blue Eagles playmakers with 
his clever passing and running 
off the ball, He will be ably 
‘supported by Romeo Tatarelli, 
who has risen to the challenge 
with so many of his 
colleagues on the outer. 

The positive point 
emerging from the Red Devils 
camp is that their defence, led 
by ‘keeper Andy Allen, has 
tightened dramatically. Daniel 
Menechella is emerging as 
‘one of the best defenders in 
the league and it must only be 
matter of time before he is 
picked up by an Ericsson Cup 
club, 


Attacking midfielder, 
Mario Rositano, has overcome 
shingles and he will be out to 
reinforce a starting berth in 
the finals. 

The Olympians travel to 
Pirate Park to meet Port Lion 
Pirates with nothing less than 
a victory needed for the 
Flames. Pirates strongman, 
Matt Coutevides, will almost 
certainly get the job of 
marking George Kollias, with 
the latter devastating if given 
the room, 

Theo Anastasiou has the 
experience to lead the Flames 
to a much needed victory with 
the availability of Ayrton 
Andrioli a major concern to 
Flames coach Zoran Maricic, 

The Pirates might have to 
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batten down the hatches and 
really put this indifferent 
season behind them. With no 
pressure on them for a result 
you can expect Chris Groom 
and Greg Hagias to repeatedly 
bombard the Flames goal. 

At Woodville West, White 
City Warriors host Salisbury 
in a grudge match with only 
pride left at stake. The 
Warriors have many good 
individual players and they 
must make use of team play to 
receive maximum points. 
Brenton McDonald has had a 
great season with Ryan Moore 
a definite talent for the future. 

Salisbury Apaches, 
although the bottom of the 
table, will take heart from the 
fact that so many youngsters 
have been unleashed in the 
premier league, albeit 
prematurely. Massimo 
Piscioneri is progressing in 
leaps and bounds with Scott 
Carey’s devotion again 
boosting the Apaches chances 
for maximum points, which 
have eluded them since round 
eleven. 


ADELAID 


occer 


E TO 


FORCE RANGERS! 


t’s fast approaching the 
time of year when the 
Homestart FUTSAL 
league reaches a climax 
with this Sunday’s round 
a leyeller for all the sides. 

At Hillcrest Stadium, North 
East Rangers host the 
rejuvenated Adelaide Force. 
Tony Puntillo returns to the 
line-up after receiving his 
marching orders against the 
Red Devils. 

Rangers are in danger of 
losing their comfortable top 
four position if results are not 
forthcoming, and you can 
expect to see them perform to 
their capabilities. Tony and 
Angelo Frasca are expected to 
putin sterling games. 

The Force have recently 
appointed new coach Frank 
Blazevic who has a wealth of 
experience with Para Hills 
and WT Birkalla in the 
Federation competitions. 


Blazevic has swept out the 
cobwebs and has managed to 
attract new players to the 
Force, “We must be more 
professional in our attitude 
with some players needing to 
lift their game or depart. 

We have a lot of 
expectations to fulfil with the 
Force and this is the first step 
to rebuilding a great side.” 
With Blazevic's new attitude 
the Force should over power 
the Rangers to reverse the 
defeat inflicted early in the 
‘season, putting the Force back 
on track for the title, 

At St Ives Recreation 
Centre Port Lion Pirates host 
the vastly improved Northern 
Warriors. The Pirates must 
take this game seriously as a 
negative result will do their 
title aspirations much harm. 
George Haralabakis and Chris 
Groom are absolutely 
devastating, especially if you 
are on the receiving end. 


Don’t expect the Pirates 
machine to let up. Attacking 
at all costs is their strength 
and although you won't see 
build ups from the backlines, 
you can expect to see the ball 
in the back of the net with 
regular consistency. 

The Warriors have the 
Agius clan who have 
delighted FUTSAL audiences 
and with the chance to show 
their skills against a great 
opposition they will lift the 
Northern side to greater 
heights. 

At _ Campbelltown 
Sporting Complex the Red 
Devils host Port Icebreakers. 
Last time these sides met it 
was one win a piece and this 
time around the Red Devils 
are far more organised and 
have taken FUTSAL to 
another level. They like 
possession play and a week 
ago during the match against 
the Rangers, two minutes 


elapsed at one stage between 
their opponents getting a 
touch, a long time in any 
sporting terms. 

Dargo Ilicic and Nick 
Sabjlak are fine exponents of 
shielding the ball with 
Michael Pirone’s attacking 
forays an added bonus. Their 
defence is much tighter with 
Adelaide City’s State 
League custodian Simon 
Cecere in scintillating form. 
He also contributes to the 
Red Devils attacking 
launches with his quick 
thinking distribution, 

The Icebreakers are a 
solid unit with Petruzzella 
and Karagianaius improving 
as master exponents of the 
indoor game. Icebreakers 
goalkeeper Bailey could be 
in for a torrid affair if he is 
not covered adequately but 
in the fast exciting world of 
FUTSAL, anything is 
possible. 


Other Matches 


STATE LEAGUE 
Round 21 


Para Hills v Adelaide City 
at the Paddocks 


Seaford v Noarlunga at 
Seaford 


West Adelaide v 
Modbury at Thebarton 
Oval 


Croydon v Port Pirie City 
at Polonia Reserve 


Elizabeth v Cumberland 
at Ramsay Park 


Plympton v Enfield City 
at Weigal) Oval 


ound 19 of the 
mokefree Premier 
League saw the Raiders 
continue their 19 match 
undefeated run to claim the 
minor Premiership with two 
rounds to go. They defeated 
White City Warriors 1-0 at 
Hanson Reserve in front of a 
large and parochial crowd. 
Raiders have surpassed the 
18 match unbeaten run set by 
the Blue Eagles in 1982. 
Salisbury Apaches kissed 
their Premier League ambitions 
goodby by going down to 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 3-1 at 
Steve Jarvis Park. Unless the 
Premier League format 
changes in 1998, which 
appears very likely, the 
Apaches will be playing State 
League Soccer in ‘98. The 
Blue Eagles hang on to fourth 
place, meeting third placed 


ROUND 20 
0 Para Hills Knights 
3 Seaford 
41) West Adelaide 
4 Croydon 


Elizabeth City 


0. Para Hills Knights — 
2. Seaford = 


2 Adelaide Hills 
3 Elizabeth city 


Red Devils in a nail biter next 
weekend at Adey Reserve. 
Both sides on the same points, 
three points above the 
Olympians. 

WT Birkalla hung on to the 
all important second spot in the 
Jead up to the finals with a 2-2 
draw against all Olympians at 
Woodville West. One more 
point will see them keep the 
placing. 

The Olympians sitting in 
fifth position still have 
everything to play for as a slip 
up by either the Red Devils or 
the Blue Eagles will see the 
Flames taking their place, 
providing they can come up 
with positive results, 

In the State League Port 
Pirie City threw the cat among 
the pigeons with a 6-2 
thrashing of Cumberland 
Foxes. This result displaces the 
Foxes from top spot and 
Croydon Kings are now in 
Premier League pole position 
with two matches to play. 

Struggling Port Lion Pirates 
held Campbelltown Red Devils 
in a 1-1 draw at Newton 
Sportsfield. 

The Red Devils commenced 
the match with blistering pace 
and in the third minute Mario 
Rositano drew the first save of 
the match from Pirates 
custodian Rob Matosevic with 
a solid 20 metre drive. 

In the 12th minute the 
Pirates opened up the match 
with Chris Groom shooting 
from 35 metres, the shot fell 
nicely to the feet of Rob Sen 
who made no mistake from six 
metres to put the Pirates into a 
1-0 lead. 

Eight minutes later Rick 
Caperna produced a freaky 
goal. He scooped the ball with 
his right leg from 20 metres 
over the top of Matosevic’s 
head and, to the astonishment 
of the crowd, the ball landed in 
the back of the net to tie the 
score at 1-1. 

‘The second half kicked off 
with Rositano busy down the 
Tight and in the 49th minute a 
loose ball fell his way inside 
the box and his final shot 
thundered over the top. 

Pirates’ Rob Sen could have 
put his side in front in the 67th 


minute after a loose ball fell 
nicely to his feet but his shot 
didn’t have enough power to 
get through the sea of Red 
Devils legs. 

Two minutes later Ric De 
Rosa struck a piledriver which 
fell into the path of Red Devils 
striker Paul Caporaso, and 
Matosevic was quick off his 
line to take the ball from his 
feet before any damage was 
done. 

Rositano again had his 
chance to put the Red Devils in 
the lead in the 87th minute, but 
with only Matosevic to beat 
but his shot breezed over the 
crossbar. 

Red Devils now must look 
towards next weekend with 
Blue Eagles as their opponents, 
and White City in the last 
round, to try and consolidate a 
finals berth. 


on the A.M. | 
a, have coin 
maenced (brow 
casting the UK 
Leagues frown’ 


The programme 
starts with 
Talkback 
featuring 


Colim Armoid 
Commentary 
from Radio 8 
Live follows, 
Score updates 
comtinue 


This page 
sfausared by. 
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riel Ortega is He made his debut for River 
arguably Argentina’s Plate at 18 and has shared in 
best player since three Argentine title wins to 


23 years of age, he has won the 1996 Libertadores Cup. 
already accumulated more Ostega has transferred to 


than 35 full international Valencia in Spain where he 
caps, became an immediate success. 


Bret 
N'mpton: 0 B’mouth. 


Pilz WORLD CHAMPIONS 
ARGENTINA 


t the World Youth Championships 
A: Malaysia, which ended last 

month, Argentina (pictured right) 
were crowned kings. 

Remarkably the only game they lost was 
to Australia by 4 goals to 3, in the Group 
matches. 

In the picture They are shown AFTER 
winning the South American Championship. 
There are almost certainly future world 

STARS AMONGST THE GRoUp. 


a 
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ne of the characters 

of the game, chain 

smoking journalist 
Laurie Schwab, died 
recently. He was Soccer 
writer for ‘The Age’ 
newspaper in Melbourne, 
He had, at various times in 
his career been, a match 
commentator on both on 
radio and television, 

The Australian Soccer 
Media Association of Victoria 
has arranged a game between 
Melbourne Knights and South 
Melbourne Lakers on 
Saturday September 6 at 
Knights Stadium, Somers 
Street, North Sunshine, kick 
off is 7pm. 

There will be an Old Boys 
Curtain Raiser at Spm when 
Billy Vojtek’s Knights will 
take on Jim Armstrong's 
South Melbourne. 

A Family ticket costs 
$10.00 which admits two 
adults and two children, 

‘The match is the first event 
to benefit the Laurie Schwab 
Memorial Foundation. More 
on this cause later. 


ooee 


AN unusual change took place 
the other Sunday in the NSW 
Soccer Federation Under/18 
match between Blacktown 
City Demons and Sutherland 
Shire Sharks, 


Murray Heslehurst started 
in goal for the young Sharks 
and the Demons. scored. 


Shortly after the goal 
Heslehurst swapped places 
with his fellow number 7, 
Matthew Jones. 

The Sharks were still 
defeated 2 goals to Nil. 


OOo 


THIS business of work 
permits for players ambitious 
to go to a European club is 
proving a real headache. 

Tt was bound to become 
more difficult as so many 
Australians have gone to 
Britain to further their careers. 


Our blokes are taking 
positions of employment, 
which ought to be filled by 
Britains, or at the very least, 
citizens of the European 
Common Market. 

Regulations will be 
tightened, playing in Britain 
will become more difficult, 
Maybe our clubs should be 
lobbying for this to take place. 
Then they would have more 
talent to choose from at home! 


+ooee 


AT Carrara Stadium on 


Sunday August 17, the 
Ericsson Cup holders, 
Brisbane Strikers, are being 
challenged by Jupiters Gold 


promising youngsters coming 
off the Pumas scemingly 


never ending ‘conveyor belt’. 
The former Socceroo has a 


BRIEF 


management team believes 
that their continually rising 
home support is a reflection of 
the partnership between Club 


Coast Gamblers, 


wealth of overseas experience 


and “Macarthur Chronicle’. 


Gold Coast Soccer's rep 


which he can call in during his 


There is certainly a huge 


team have recently had some 
excellent results. These 
include a 0-0 draw with New 


coaching sessions. 
His recent few days in 
Malaysia were in Selangor 


potential, with the population 
of Campbelltown (the 
Macarthur area south west of 


Zealand, one all draws with 
both Papua New Guinea and 
Brisbane Lions plus @ narrow 


State where he was finalising 
the paperwork on a block of 
land given to the team for 


Sydney) expected to reach one 
million early in the new 
century. 


single goal victory over 
XXXX League outfit Taringa 
Rovers. 

‘The Strikers are expected to 


winning the title two seasons 
ago. 


COCFe 


be at full strength with both 
experience and youth on 
show. 

Carrara Stadium is central 
to the Coast on the 
Broadbeach to Nerang Road. 

The Gamblers are coached 
by Paul Cockbain, They will 
be keen to put on a top show, 
in order to enhance their 
prospects of a place in an 
expanded Fourex competition 
next year. 


eoeeoe 


SEEMS like teenager and AIS 
graduate Joe Simunic has left 
the island continent to further 
his career in Germany. 

SV Hamburg are reported 
to have secured the highly 
talented defender who was 
released from his contract by 
Carlton Soccer Club. 

Northern Germany can be 
extremely cold, damp and a 
miserable grey during the 
winter months — from 
November to the end of 
March. Simunic will need 
plenty of support during his 
initial few months otherwise 
loneliness and a longing for 
home, presumably Melbourne, 
will affect his performance, 

For the sake of the 
youngster, and Australian 
Soccer, we hope he attains his 
full potential, 


eoeoe 


DAVID MITCHELL has set a 
top six place as his standard 
during his first term with 
Sydney United. Mitchell has 
been appointed Coach of a 
club which has lost a whole 
team since the end of last 
Season. 

He has signed David 
Barrett and Steve Refenes so 
far and there’s a crop of 


AT one of Robbie Wheatley’s 
former stamping grounds last 
Wednesday, he told everyone 
who was listening that his life 
is about to change in a 
dramatic fashion, 

Mrs Wheatley is expecting 
twins which are due by the 
end of October. They already 
know that they are boys. 
Their nearly five year old 
number one son will find his 
life changes too. 

Robbie is still playing with 
an All Age Premier Division 
side in the tough Kuringai 
Association on Sydney's 
North Shore. 


ay 0) 
eeooe 


‘THE current devastating spate 
of odd winter viruses have 
struck the NSW Soccer 
* Federation staff, just like 
many other organisations. 
General Manager Peter 
‘Thome had to have some days 
off. This is the first time 
anyone can remember him 
being sick. 


tooo 


THE announcement late last 
Wednesday evening of a new 
inquiry set up by Soccer 
Australia ‘into the conduct of 
Sydney United, including the 
events at Parramatta Stadium 
on 18 May,’ certainly caused 
‘one heck of a stir, at the NSW 
Waratah Cup draw. 


Comments ranged from 
“amazing” to “this is 
becoming a farce” and “what 
will South Melbourne make of 
this?” 

With the invitation to 
Sydney United to nominate a 
member of the Committee of 
Inquiry came the response 
from one prominent Soccer 
bloke, “It’s like a judge saying 
to a person accused and being 
tried for murder, ‘if I find you 
guilty, you'll face the death 
penaity’.”” 

This whole fiasco would 
probably not have reached this 
potentially damaging (to the 
game) situation if David Hill 
hadn't have threatened 
expulsion to either or both 
clubs, if they. were found 
guilty of ‘bringing the game 
into disrepute’. 

As many intelligent people 
ask, “what organisation was in 
charge of the game on that 
day?” To which there is only 
one answer, “Soccer 
Australia”, 

There are lessons to be 
learnt on all sides. How in 
heavens name can Soccer 
Australia be punished? And 
by whom or which body? 


Po oe 


THROUGHOUT most of the 
year, NSW Super League club 
Macarthur Rams, have a full 
page in one of their local 
community newspapers. 

The club is run by the 
District Soccer Football 
Ass ion so the results of 
all competition matches from 
U/9 Division One to Age 35 
Division 3 appear as a regular 
feature. 

Their major sponsor, Paul 
Wakeling Mitsubishi, features 
prominently at the top and 
bottom of the page. 

The page has to be paid for 
but it keeps the name 
Macarthur Rams in front of 
the local population. The 


MACARTHUR 


RAMS 


toooe 


‘LAKERS Supporters Group’; 
that is the name adopted by 
South Melbourne fans, 

On Sunday August 17, 
starting at three in the 
afternoon, there will be a 
meeting held in the Lakers 
Sportsbar Social Club. This is 
open to the public and 
particularly to all progressive 
Soccer fans. 

The Supporters Group will 
be expected to offer their 
assistance on a volunteer basis 
and to also communicate with 
the Board and the 
Management of South 


Melbourne. 

A dramatic increase in 
merchandise sales last season 
has been an encouraging 
trend. Obviously the new 
home and away strips have a 
wider appeal to fans. 

The target is to have 5,000 
members signed up. They will 
form the core on which 
crowds can be built to 
capacity at Bob Jane Stadium. 

Fund raising activities, mail 
outs and letter dropping the 
local area of South 
Melbourne, St Kilda and 
Albert Park are just some of 
the plans for the Lakers 
Supporters Group. 

Further information can be 
gained by calling South 


ARCHIE BLUE the former 
APIA favourite told me about 
a couple of his experiences 
when he was a young player 
in Britain. 

He was with Heart of 
Midlothian and they had to 
play at Arbroath on the North 
coast of Scotland. It was 
February and bitterly cold. No 
matter how many layers of 
clothing you wore, the wind 
still went straight through. 

The pitch at Gayfield Park 
was frozen hard but the game 
still went on! Archie went for 
a low header early on and hit 


the ground hard. At half time 


he asked Willie Bauld the 
score, “We're leading 2-0”. 
“Who scored?” “You scored 
the first and I scored the 
second.” Brave soul! 

Later Blue was with Exeter 
in the lower divisions of 
England. Their shorter trip 
was to Reading about a seven 
hour coach journey. 

On one classic occasion 
they had to play Barrow out 
on the Irish Sea side, through 
the Lake District. 1961/62 
season and everywhere was 
frozen off. All 92 teams in the 
English League were idle 
because of the weather. 

The Manager of Exeter 
said, “We have to play today, 
we are not coming back.” 
Barrow had sand shoes to try 
to keep some kind of grip on 
the icy and bumpy pitch. 
Needless to say it was a 
miserable, unhappy, 
mammoth journey back to 
Exeter as they went down 1-3. 

No wonder Italians, 
Brazilians, Africans and some 
Aussies find it difficult to 
cope with the weather in 
Britain. 


COHVOe 


TONY COTTEE, the former 
West Ham player with the 
cheeky grin, could be soon on 
his way to join Leicester City 
in the English Premier 
League, 

When the Hammers toured 
Australia in 1995 Cottee was 
in the party. Soon afterwards 


Melbourne on 03 9645 9797. he left England for Malaysia 
( E_m a i 1 )  andSelangor. 

smlakers@ozemail.com.au He apparently has 
www.ozemail.com.au/@sm experienced some difficulty in 

lakers/index.html adjusting to the style of play 

required in the M-League. 
OOO 
i 


z 
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ere’s the final part 
of our form guide 
for the 1997/98 


season. We hope it will 
prove of use to you in the 
long months ahead, 


THE 
FINAL 
THISTLE 
DO — 


1997/98 
SEASON 


ScoTLAND 
Premier LEacue 


Scotland Premier League 
(Latest title odds in brackets) 


_ ABERDEEN — ‘THE 
Dons’ (40/1) 

Ground; Pittodrie 
Record Att: 45,061 v Hearts, 

SFA Cup, March 13, 1954, 
A POOR showing for a side 
that was all the rage under 
Alex Ferguson in the mid 80s, 
when they won everything in 
sight, including European 
trophies, A slight 
improvement on last term but 
nothing significant, 

Last Season; 6th, This 
Season - MB: 4th SJ: 3rd 

Odd Fact: Aberdeen 
appeared in the first televised 
football league match in 
Scotland when playing Clyde 
on September 3, 1955, 


Ceuric — ‘THE 


Buoys’ (9/2) 
Ground: Celtic Park 
Record Att: 92,000 v Rangers, 


Jan 1, 1938, 
STAY-AWAY __ players, 
sacked manager and the other 
half of the ‘Auld Firm’. 
Rangers last year equalled the 
‘Bhoys’ record of nine 
championships in a row, for 
“Celtic read ‘a club in 
trouble’. They need to perform 
to their utmost, and win some 
of the league clashes with 
Rangers this term, if they are 
to stop the rot, It is not beyond 
them but it is no easy task. 

LS: 2nd. TS - MB: 2nd 


2nd 
Odd Fact: Achieved the 
first Scottish ‘double’ in 
1906/07 when winning the Ist 
Division by seven clear points 
and beating Hearts 3-0 in the 
SFA Cup Final. 


DUNDEE UNITED — 
"THE TERRIORS’ 
(40/1) 

Ground: Tannadice Park 
Record Att: 28,000 v 
Barcelona, Fairs Cup, 
November 16, 1966. 

HAD a marvellous return to 
top flight fitba last time out 
and couldn’t really haye 
expected any more than the; 
got. Their best hope will be a 
Cup as outside of the top two 
teams, they haye not got a cat 
in hell’s chance of the title. 
LS: 3rd. TS - MB: 3rd SJ; 6th 

Odd Fact: Paul Sturrock 
became the first player to 
score five goals in a single 
Premier League match after its 
formation during the 1975/76 
season, the first ‘elite’ league 
to be formed in Britain. 


DUNFERMLINE — 


‘THE Pars’ (750/1) 
Ground: East End Park 
Record Att: 27,816 v Celtic, 
April 30, 1968, 
MUST be one of the 
relegation favourites, although 
they look too good to go 
down. Like the others in this 
division, cannot match it with 
the big boys and won't 
threaten for the title but will 
manage the odd shock result 

during the year. 

LS: Sth. 7S - MB: 7th SJ: 

10th 

Odd Fact: Dunfermline 
player, Thomson, became the 
first substitute used in an SFA 
Cup Final when coming on for 
Edwards in the poorly 
attended 1968 match against 
Hearts, which ‘The Pars’ won 


Heart OF 
MIDLOTHIAN — ‘THE 


Jam Tarts’ (40/1) 
Ground: Tynecastle Park 
Record Att: 53,396 v Rangers, 
SFA Cup, Feb 13, 1932. 
WILL have been most pleased 
to finish well above their 
Edinborough rivals, 
Hibernian, by some margin. 
Would have wished them to 
be relegated but not all dreams 
come true, No threat and not 
quite iB team they were last 

time out 
LS: ath “TS - MB: Sth SJ: Sth 
Odd ‘Fact: Alex 
MacDonald became the first 
player/manager to figure in a 
“Premier League’ match when 
playing for Hearts against St 
Johnstone. 


HIBERNIAN— THE 
‘Hi-Bres’ (200/1) 
Ground: Easter Road Stadium 
Record Att: 65,860 v Hearts, 
Jan 2, 1950. 

WHAT an awful season! The 
year started badly enough but 
dipped seriously in the middle 


before tapering off at the end. 


Held onto their Premiership 
status purely by winning the 
play-off final. Need help, and 
FAST! 


eyer 2nd Division title, 29 
points from 18 games, in 
1893/94 but third placed 
Clyde were: promoted instead 
of them. They won the title 
again the following season to 
become the first side to win it 
twice and, obviously, in 
consecutive seasons. 


KILMARNOCK — 
“KILIr’ (350/1) 
Ground: Rugby Park 

Record Aft: 35,995 vy Rangers, 
SFA Cup, March 10, 1962, 
A RESPECTABLE season by 
their standards, caused a few 
eyebrows to be raised with 
some of their results. Should 
not go down as they are a 
match for those around them, 
apart from the ‘Auld Firm’, 
(yet again). Pat Nevin will be 

a great help, 
LS: 7th. 7S. ‘MB; 8th SJ; 9th 
Odd Fact: Were the first 
side to lose an SFA Cup tie 
when they went down 0-3 to 
Renton FC on October 18, 
1873 at Crosshill, Glasgow. 
Naturally, they were one of 
the first two teams to ever 
play an SFA Cup tie also. 


MOTHERWELL - 


‘THE WELL’ (350/1) 
Ground: Fir Park 
Record Att: 35,632 v Rangers, 
SFA Cup, March 12, 1952. 
MOST likely to struggle this 
year but could surprise a few 
with a higher placing than 
predicted. It will be another 
season of one and two for the 
“big boys’ with the rest just 

fighting for the scraps. 
LS: 8th. TS - MB: 4th SJ: 7th 
Odd Fact: Motherwell 
provided the opposition when 
the first foreigner scored in an 
SFA Cup Final. South African 
Dougie Wallace found the net 
in Clyde's 4-0 win over The 
Well in 1939. 


RANGERS — ‘THE 
Gers’ oR ‘LIGHT 
Buives’ (10/11) 
Ground: Ybrox Stadium 
Record Att: 118,567 v Celtic, 
January 2, 1932, 

WILL be going all out for the 
tenth consecutive title, beating 
the record of nine that they 
now share with rivals Celtic. 
In all honesty, only the 
“Bhoys’ can stop them as the 
rest of the teams in this 
division are a long way behind 
in football terms. Craig Moore 
and Tony Vidmar provide the 
“Aussie interest’ in Scotland, 
looks like a good season for 
both. Will this be Ally 
McCoist’s last hurrah? 
LS: Champions. TS - MB & 
‘SJ: Champions 

Odd Fact: On August 3, 
1890, J MacPherson recorded 
the first ever league hat-trick 
when netting three times 
against Cambuslang in a 6-2 
win for ‘the Gers’. 


St JOHNSTONE — 
“THE Saints’ (750/1) 
Ground: McDiarmid Park 
Record Att: 10,504 y Celtic, 
October 30, 1990. 

AS is often the case, little 
money and even slighter 
hopes of remaining in this 
lofty position. Must be 
favourites for the bottom spot 
and immediate relegation back 
to Division One. Will try hard, 


it took them three years to get 


back up, but how long before 
they go down again? 
LS: Champions of Div One. 
TS - MB: 10th SJ: 8th 
Odd Fact: Had the 
misfortune of becoming the 
first side ever to be relegated 
in successive seasons from the 
Premier League to Division 
‘Two between 1983 & 1985. 


ENGLAND 
Premier LEAGue 


(Latest title odds in brackets) 


ARSENAL — ‘THE 


Gunners’ (9/2) 
Ground: Arsenal Stadium 
Record Att: 73,295 y 


Sunderland, March 9, 1935. . 


Players in: Matthew Upson, 
Alex Manninger, Marc 
Overmars, Emmanuel Petit, 
Gilles Grimandi, Luis Boa 
Morte, Jehed Muntasser, 
Alberto Mendez Rodriguez. 
Players out: Paul Merson, 
Matthew Rose. 
MANAGER Arsene Wenger 
has spent many millions 
during the close-season with 
the most notable, Marc 
Overmars, likely to step 
straight into the side. Ian 
Wright look-a-like Luis Boa 
Morte, will need to find the 
net as regularly as the top 
scorer if he wants to be held in 
the same regard. Very strong 
title contenders. Matthew 
Upson looks good, Seaman is 
in sparkling form as usual but 
something is very different 
around Highbury this year. 
There appears to be a buzz 
about the place that was last 
recorded around this time in 

1990/91! 
LS: 3rd. TS - MB & SJ: 
Champions 


Odd Fact: Arsenal 


registered their 6,000th 
competitive goal on October 
5. 
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lan Wright; % 
© Shooting for 
the top of the 
PL, 


ASTON VILLA — 
‘THE VILLANS’ (18/1) 
Ground: Villa Park 
Record Att: 76,588 v Derby 
County, FA Cup, March 2, 


Players in: fica Grayson, 
Stan Collymore 
Players out; Gareth Farrelly 
BRINGING Stan Collymore 
to Villa Park could be just the 
Spark the side needs to mount 
a concerted assault on the 
championship, on the other 
hand, it could well prove to be 
a living nightmare for 
manager Brian Little. A place 
in Europe and a good Cup run 
would be a successful season, 
Mark Bosnich is expected to 
miss the opening game of the 
term but Ugo Ehiogu should 
use this season to cement a 
place in the World Cup squad, 
should England qualify, and 
his battles with main rival, Sol 
Campbell at Spurs, should 

prove very interesting. 

LS: Sth. TS - MB: 4th SJ: 
6th 

Odd Fact: Villa’s Harry 
Hampton netted seven times 
in three games for the Football 
League representative team, 
four coming against the Irish 
League, at Anfield, in 
October, 1911. 


BARNSLEY — ‘THE 
TYKES’, ‘COLLIERS’ 
or ‘Reps’ (500/1) 
Ground: Oakwell Ground 
Record Att: 40,255 vy Stoke 
City, FA Cap. F February 15, 


Players in: ray Bullock, 
Ales Krizan, Georgi Hristov, 
Eric Tinkler, Lars Leese. 
Players out: None. 
LIKE all promoted clubs, have 
little chance of mixing it with 
the big boys and, after all, this 
is their first time in the top. 
flight. Will be a season to 


remember no doubt, but 


probably for all the wrong 
Teasons. Favourites for a quick 
return to Division One, We'll 
tip them to produce the 
biggest ‘upset’ result in the 
division during 1997/98 but if 
that is the only highlight they 
haye to look forward to, it is 
going to be a long, hard battle 
to the end. Congratulations to 
them for being there in the 
first place, hope they can 
prove us wrong in the long 
Tun. 

LS: 2nd in Div Two. TS - 
MB: 20th SJ: 20th 
Odd Fact: Barnsley beat 
Oldham 1-0, away, in January 
1996, their first win there for 

61-years. 


BLACKBURN 
Rovers — ‘ROVERS’ 
or ‘BLUE & Wuires? 

(66/1) 

Ground: Ewood Park 
Record Att: 61,783 v Bolton 
W, FA Cup, March 2, 1929. 

Players in: Martin Dahlin, 
Stephane Henchoz, Patrick 
Valery, Anders Andersson, 
John Filan. 
Players out: Shay Given, Paul 
Warhurst, 
VERY disappointing season 
for the champions of just a 
few years ago. Jack Walker's 
millions seem to have dried up 
but new coach Roy Hodgson 
has had plenty of success in 
Europe with club and national 
sides. Will be a year of 
transition for this Lancashire 
outfit, Utility player, Paul 
Warhurst, has now departed 
and the Graeme Le Saux on- 
off transfer saga continues. 
‘The price tag placed upon him, 
by Sir Jack has chased many 
prospective buyers away but 
the influence of Hodgson 
could sway the lad and 
persuade him to stay, 
LS: 13th. TS - MB: 17th SJ: 
7th 


Odd Fact: Alan Shearer 
became the first player to 
score 30 or more goals in 
three consecutive seasons 
since the 1930s, 


Botton 
WANDERERS — ‘THE 


Trorrers’ (200/1) 
Ground: Reebok Stadium 
Record Att: 69,912 v Man 
City, FA Cup, February 18, 
1933 (Burden Park), 
Players in: Robbie Elliott, 
Players ee paid Lee, Scott 


HAD ee * absolutely 
outstanding season in Division 
One last year when winning 
the title at a canter. Have 
improved the squad for this 
attempt at remaining in the 
Premier League after leaving 
it in 1995/96 with their tail 
between their legs. Won't be 
making that mistake again this 
time around. Will try to do the 
same as Leicester City did 
when coming up to the 
Premiership last year. The 
hunger is there, the 
commitment is there, the 
players and ground are in 
place and, for a change, their 
future is in their own hands. 
Should have an enjoyable 
season, 
LS: Champions Div Two. TS 
- MB: 15th SJ: 16th 
Odd Fact: The Trotters 
dropped only two home points 
during the 1910/11 season. 


CHELSEA - ‘THE 
Buus’ (12/1) 
Ground: Stamford Bridge 
Record Att: 82,905 v Arsenal, 


October 12, 1935. 
Players in: Celestine 
Babayaro, Bernard 
Lapbon, Gustavo Poyet, 

de Goe! 


ye 
Bees ‘ut: Scott Minto, 
Craig Burley. 
BY their standards, a 
wonderful year just passed. 
FA Cup winners, their first 
trophy in over twenty years, 
sixth in the league and an 
entertaining brand of football 
with Zola emerging as the 
jewel in the crown. Dennis 
Wise is the often unsung hero 
and Gianluca Vialli remains at 
the Bridge. Ruud Gullit’s team 
will be one to watch but won't 
win the title. One thing 
definitely on the cards, 
Chelsea will play strong, 
open, attractive football. The 
fans will get their moneys 
worth and even if the result 
gels away from them at times, 
will walk away with at least 
one magical memory of the 
match, 


18: 6th, TS - MB: Sth SJ: Sth 

Odd Fe immy Greaves 
scored five goals in a match in 
three consecutive seasons 
between 1958 & 1960, The 
teams were Wolves, Preston 
North End and West 
Bromwich Albion 
respectively. 


Coventry Ciry — 


‘Sky Buues’ (200/1) 
Ground: Highfield Road 
Stadium 
Record Att: 51,455 y 
Wohaienen W, April 29, 


Players in: Kyle Lightbourne, 
Simon Haworth, Martin 
Johansen, Magnus Hedman, 
Roland Nilsson. 
Players out; Peter Ndlovu, 
Eoin Jess, John Filan. 
FOUR players walked out, 
afler refusing new contracts, a 
few weeks ago and manager 
Gordon Strachan has a 
mountain to climb. Had 
Middlesbrough not been 
deducted three points, would 
be in the Nationwide League 
Division | now. A long, hard 
season envisaged with 
relegation battles a distinct 
possibility. Strachan will 
strive to improve the squad, 
where practicable, and his 
graceful artistry may once 
again be on-display up and 
down the country, if the injury 
list goes anywhere near the 
horrific proportions it reached 

last time out. 
LS: 17th, TS - MB: 19th SJ: 


18th 
Odd Fact: Coventry won 
the Division Three (South) 
Cup by beating Swindon 5-2, 
on aggregate, over the two- 
legged final in 1936. 


CRYSTAL PALACE - 


‘THE Facies’ (350/1) 
Ground: Selhurst Park 
Record Att: 51,482 v Burnley, 
May 11, 1979. 
Players in: Attilio Lombardo, 
Kevin Miller, Paul Warhurst. 
Players out; David Hopkin, 
Ray Houghton, Chris Day. 
THE purchase of Attilio 
Lombardo will soften the 
blow of losing David Hopkin 
to Leeds and his presence on 
the field will be a big bonus. 
Kevin Muscat has settled in 
nicely at Selhurst Park and 
formed a good relationship 
with Carl Veart. A season of 
struggle will ensue but, if 
playing on top form, will 
remain in this division and, if 
they do, will enjoy a lengthy 
stay, even if usually at the 

wrong end of it. 
LS: 6th in Div Two. TS - 


Odd Fact: Phil Hoadley 
became the teams youngest 
league player when just 16- 
years old on April 27, 1968. 


Dersy County — 
‘THe RAMS’ Gu) 
Ground: Pride Park 
Record Att: 41,826 v 
Tottenham H, September 20, 
1969 (Baseball Ground). 
Players in: Stefano Eranio, 
Johnathan Hunt. 
Players out; Darren Wassell. 
A BRAND new ‘state of the 
art’ stadium to play in, new 
players to see and a solid base 
from which to improve after 
last season’s creditable twelfth 
placing. Manager Jim Smith is 
a canny old campaigner and 
the Rams could improve this 
term, Watch for a bigger 
showing from Asanovic and 
Costa Rican, Wanchope. 
LS: 12th, TS - MB: 12th SJ: 
14th 
Odd Fact; During the 
1995/96 season, Derby 
bettered their own unbeaten 
record by going 20 matches 
without defeat. 


EVERTON — ‘THE 
‘TOFFEEMEN’ OR “THE 
Buuves’ (50/1) 
Ground: Goodison Park 
Record Att: 78,299 v 
Liverpool, Sepemiec 18, 


Players ir ih Cr Bilic, 
Gareth Farrelly, John Oster. 
Players out: None. 

ON paper, look to have a 
much tighter defence with the 
arrival of Slaven Bilic from 
West Ham, an area that 
definitely needed 
strengthening. A 
disappointing time last year 
but they avoided too much 
involvement with the 
relegation dog fights. A better 
season ahead but the 
championship is out of reach, 
Young Farrelly is an 
outstanding prospect, keep en 

eye open for him. 
LS: 15th. TS « MB: 8th SJ: 
10th 
Odd Fact: Everton won the 
2nd Division, Ist Division and 
FA Cup in three consecutive 
seasons between 1931 & 
1933. 


Lerps Unrrep — 
“‘Untrep’ (80/1) 
Ground: Elland Road 
Record Att: 57,892 v 
Sunderland, March 15, 1967. 
Players in; Alf-lnge Haaland, 
David Hopkin, Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink, David 
Robertson, Bruno Riberio, 
Players out; Brian Deane. 
GEORGE Graham has had a 
lean time of things since 
taking over at Elland Road 
but, after last year’s 
transitional period, this term 
looks to be a lot brighter, The 
signing of David Hopkin from 
Crystal Palace may not seem 
like much but never 
underestimate ‘the gaffer’s’ 
powers of reasoning. An 
outside chance of a European 
placing would seem their best 
shot, coupled with a decent 
Cup run, 
LS: 1 Ith. 7S - MB: 10th SJ: 
15th 


Odd Fact: Emergency 
‘keeper, Lucas Radebe, played 
the second-half of a match 
against Middlesbrough, March 
30, 1996, without conceding a 
goal, a feat he reproduced for 
7T2-minutes against Man 
United on April 17. 


Leicester Crry — 
“THE Foxes’ or ‘THE 
Fizerts’ (200/1) 
Ground: City Stadium 
Record Att; 47,298 v 
Tottenham H, FA Cup, 
February 18, 1928, 
Players in: Rob Savage. 
Players out: Simon Grayson. 
MARTIN O'Neill worked 
wonders when lifting the Coca 
Cola League Cup and 
finishing so highly up the 
table. European football this 
term, even as he says: “I 
won't mind if it’s only two 
games, at least we're there”, 
The emergence of Emille 
Heskey, who we predicted 
would figure prominently in 
last year’s preview, was a 
revelation. All the players are 
pulling together, Another 

happy season in prospect. 

LS: 9th. TS - MB: 9th SJ: 
12th 

Odd Fact: Leicester City 
won 13 consecutive home 
matches in Division Two 
between September 3 and 
December 29, 1906. 


LIVERPOOL — ‘THE 
Reps’ (4/1) 
Ground; Anfield Road 
Record Att: 61,905 v 
Wolverhampton W, FA Cup, 
February 2, 1952. 
Players in: Oyvind 
Leonhardsen, Paul Ince, Karl- 
Heinz Reidle, Danny Murphy. 
Players out: Stan Collymore. 
THIRD favourites for the title 
this time out and always there 
or there abouts in May. Paul 
Ince will bolster a pretty 
‘lightweight’ midfield, on last 
year’s evidence, and with 
young Michael Owen fitting 
in well when Fowler was 
suspended for the last few 
games, things are looking up 
at Anfield. Will push hard for 
top spot but may need another 
season to achieve it. A 
European football placing, 
should be achieved, almost a 
formality surely? With 
Fowler, Leonhardsen, Owen, 
Berger and Reidle to pick 
from up front, the Kop should 
see plenty of action in the 
coming months, 
LS: 4th. 7S - MB: 2nd SJ: 


2nd 

Odd Fact: Denis Law's 
post-war FA Cup scoring 
record was broken by lan 
Rush when he netted against 
Rochdale in the 59-minute, of 
the 1995/96 season match, to 
take his tally to 42, 


MANCHESTER 
Unitep — ‘THE RED 
Devuss’ (5/4) 
Ground: Old Trafford 
Record Att: 70,504 v Aston 
Villa, December 27, 1920. 
Players in: Teddy 
Sheringham, Erik Neviand, 
Celio Silva. 

Players out; Bric Cantona 
(retired). 
THE most dominant force in 
English football over the last 
five years or so and the 
bookies favourite to make it 
three titles in a row. Gone is 
inspirational playmaker, Eric 
Cantona, but the youngsters 
are looking good. Beckham, 
the Neville boys, Butt, 
Solskjaer and Giggs, to a 
point, had great seasons and 
should provide plenty of 
‘opportunity for Cole, and new 
season signing Teddy 
Sheringham, to find the back 
of the net. To repeat the 
performances of recent years 
will take a mighty effort and 
‘the manager, Alex Ferguson, 


makes it perfectly clear that he 
wants the European 
Champions Cup at long last. 
Perhaps, should they win it, he 
will calm down and avoid the 
bright purple face he exudes 
‘on matchdays? 

LS: Champions. TS - MB: 

3rd SJ: 3rd 

Odd Fact: The first foreign 
player, born outside the UK, 
to captain an FA Cup winning 
team was Eric Cantona during 
the 1995/96 season. 


Newcastle United 
— ‘The Magpies’ 


7 
Grown aes Pak 
Record At: 68,386 v Chelsea, 
September 30, 1930. 
Players in: Shay Given, 
Alessandro Pistone, Jon 
Tomasson, Temuri Ketsbaia, 
Bjarni Gudjonsson. 
Players out: Les Ferdinand, 


David Ginola, Robbie Elliott, 
Lee Clark. r 


FINISHED in the runners-up 
spot, piping both Arsenal and 
Liverpool on goal difference, 
and secured a shot at the 
Champions League this term. 
Top striker, England’s Alan 
Shearer, will be missing for 
anything up to a year after a 
terrible freak accident when 
playing against Chelsea in a 
pre-season friendly. Ferdinand 
has been sold to Tottenham, 
along with David Ginola, 
leaving little in the way of 
firepower up front, Kenny 
Dalglish looks certain to 
increase his interest in Dean 
Sturridge as he desperately 
attempts to find a 
replacement, not that one 
exists, for Shearer. Their 
chances of winning the title 
have disappeared along with 
the absence of their main boy. 
LS: 2nd. TS - MB: 7th SJ: 


8th 
Odd Fact; Les Ferdinand 
equalled the club record of 
scoring in eight consecutive 
games when grabbing a hat- 
trick on October 21, 1995 v 
Wimbledon. 


SHEFFIELD 
WEDNESDAY — ‘THE 
Owxs’ (100/1) 
Ground: Hilisborough 
Record Att: 72,841 v 
Manchester City, FA Cup, 
February 17, 1934. 
Players in: Patrick Blondeau, 
Paolo Di Canio. 
Players out: None. 


PLAYED hard, done good” 
as the saying goes. Will need 
more of the same this season 
and, although beyond them, 
may mount a serious, if 
unsustainable, challenge on 
the title at some stage during 
the term. All teams can 
improve, of course, but can 
the Owls do it to such a 
significant standard? No! Will 


fight for a European spot and 
an outside bet for a domestic 
C 


1S: ‘Tth. TS - MB; 11th SJ: 
oth 


Odd Fact; Wednesday won 
five trophies during the 
1902/03 season - Ist Division, 
Midland League, Sheffield 
Challenge Cup, Wharncliffe 
Cup and Plymouth Bowl. 


SouTHAMPTON — 
“THE Saints’ (250/1) 
Ground: The Dell 
Record Att: 31,044 v 
Manchester United, October 


8, 1969, 
Players in: Lee Todd, Paul 
Jones, 

Player out: Eyal Berkovic, 
LE TISSIER is out for the 
opening weeks with a broken 
elbow, into which a pin has 
been inserted, Israeli Eyal 
Berkovic has gone and 
tumours of Robbie Slater 
missing the start of the 
campaign through injury, 
abound. Not the best 
preparation for any team and 
‘one which could cost them 
dearly. Egil Ostenstadt played 
magnificently up front, when 
joining the south coast side 
Tast season, he appears able to 
find the net from just about 
anywhere. If they are to avoid 
the problems of relegation, 
they needed a full strength 
squad on the pitch, which they 
have notgot at present. 

LS: 16th. 7S - MB: 16th SJ: 

17th 


Odd Fact: Ron Davies 
scored exactly half of the 
Saints 74 league goals during 
the 1966/67 season, the first 
player at the Dell to do so. 


TOTTENHAM 
Hotspur — ‘Spurs’ 


33/1) 
Ground: White Hart Lane 
Record Att: 75,038 v 
Sunderland, FA Cup, March 


5, 1938. 
Players in: David Ginola, Les 
Ferdinand, 

Players out: Teddy 


gh 

THE signing of Newcastle 
United pair, David Ginola and 
Les Ferdinand, to replace 
Teddy Sheringham, will bring 
the fans pouring back to ‘the 
Lane’. Darren Anderton is 
hopeful of being back to his 
best but injuries to other key 
personnel, Armstrong in 
particular, may make things 
tough for a while. Spurs have 
always been noted as being a 
‘Cup side’ and this will 
continue as they don’t look to 
have enough strength in depth 
to mount a serious tilt at the 
title, More ‘style’ than ‘grunt’ 
this term, 


LS: 10th. 7S - MB: 13th SJ: 
1th 
Odd Fact: 


During an 


unbeaten tour of Greece and 
Cyprus, Spurs beat the 
Cypriot National team 3-0 on 
May 25, 1968. 


West HaM UNITED 
— ‘Tae Hammers’ 
(200/1) 

Ground: Boleyn Ground 
Record Att; 42,322 v 
Tottenham H, October 17, 
1970. 

Players in: Eyal Berkovic, 
Craig Forrest, Andy Impey. 

Players out: Slaven Bilic. 
HARDLY likely to figure in 
the title race as candidates, the 
late signings of Kitson and 
Hartson last term not only 
provided the impetus to avoid 
the relegation strife of 
previous seasons, but lifted 
them into a respectable and 
safe mid-table position. They 
have the potential to rise again 
this term and Stan Lazaridis 
should figure prominently in 
the side during 1997/98. His 
contribution could prove to be 
worth his weight in gold 
although there are some 
doubts concerning Julian 
Dicks’ availability for the big 
Kick-off. Improvement looks 
likely.....maybe? 
LS: 14th. TS - MB: 14th 


‘SJ: 13th 

Odd Fact: The first 
Hammers full-back to finish 
top-scorer during a season was 
Julian Dicks with ten goals in 
1995/96, 


WIMBLEDON — 
‘THE Dons’ (150/1) 
Ground: Selhurst Park 
(Ground-share) 
Record Att: 30,115 v 
Manchester United, May 9, 
1993, 


Players in; Ceri Hughes. 
Players out: Oyvind 
Leonhardsen. 

WITH hardly a recognised 
player in the team, the Dons 
again confounded the critics 
by finishing in the upper half 
of the table. Leonhardsen may 
have gone to Liverpool but 
manager Joe Kinnear will 
soon fill his boots with 
someone equally as unknown 
when signed, and help that 
player, and Wimbledon’s 
cause, realise his true 
potential. Will make life 
terribly difficult for all the 
contenders but not really a 
serious threat, more of a 
‘mossie bite’ to those that are. 
Having said that, they are 
starting to play some attractive 
football which has their 

detractors running for cover. 
LS: 8th. 7S - MB: 4th SJ: 6th 
Odd Fact: Wimbledon 


were champions of the 

Isthmian League eight times 

during 1921 and 1964, and 

reached the FA Amateur Cup 

Final twice, winning it in 
3, 


*Record attendances refer 
to matches involving the home 
side only as some are greater 
for Cup ties with other teams. 

*# Approx title odds were 

correct at going to print 
although we take no blame for 
any mistake that may occur. 
Footnote: 
People still say the Italian 
Serie A is the most 
cosmopolitan football league 
in the world. We beg to differ, 
The English Premier League 
now has representatives from 
over thirty countries around 
the world and they are: 
Austria, Australia, Belgium, 
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, FR Yugoslavia, 
Georgia, Germany, Ghana, 
Holland, Iceland, Israel, Italy, 
Macedonia, Nigeria, Norway, 
Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
Slovakia, South Africa, 
Switzerland, Sweden, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Ukraine; 
Uruguay and the U.S.A. 

In other words, players 
from EVERY continent now 
play in the Premier League, 
not counting the English, 
Irish, Welsh and Scottish 


mines > 

iow = much — more 
cosmopolitan can any league 
possibly be? 
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